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INTERVIEW 
Congressman Andy Biggs: Sounding the Alarm 


Interview by Steve Bonta — Representative Andy Biggs speaks 
candidly about many ofthe issues facing our country. 


MOVIE REVIEW 
The Fall of Minneapolis Sets the Record Straight 
by Joe Wolverton Hf, .D. — Liz Collin’s hard-hitting documentary 
The Fall of Minneapolis challenges the mainstream narrative 
behind the death of George Floyd. 


FAITH, FAMILY, FREEDOM. 


Liz Collin: Fighting for Truth 
by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 
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Behind the Scenes With Liz Collin 
Interview by Joe Wolverton Il, JD. 


The Freedom Index 

Our second look at the 118th Congress shows how every member 
of the House and Senate voted on key issues such as continuing 
resolutions, abortion (House only), Ukraine (House only), and 
Covid vaceine mandates (Senate only) 
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_ FROM THE EDITOR 


The Importance of Congress 


This election year, as is the case every 
four years when we vote for president, 
the nation is much more focused on the 
presidential contest than on who’s running 
for Congress. Yet the focus should be re- 
versed. As important as it is who occupies 
the White House, who sits in Congress — 
particularly the House of Representatives 
— is even more important. 

Under the U.S. Constitution, the three 
branches of the national government — 
legislative, executive, and judicial — may 
exercise only those powers delegated to 
them by the Constitution, and in this di- 
vision of power the Congress is granted 
more powers than the president. 

Consider the war powers. In The Feder- 
alist, No. 69, Founding Father Alexander 
Hamilton observed: “The President is to be 
commander-in-chief of the army and navy 
of the United States, In this respect his au- 
thority would be nominally the same with 
that of the king of Great Britain, but in sub- 
stance much inferior to it. It would amount 
to nothing more than the supreme com- 
mand and direction of the military and naval 
forces, as first General and admiral of the 
Confederacy; while that of the British king 
extends to the DECLARING of war and to 
the RAISING and REGULATING of fleets 
and armies, all which, by the Constitution 

would appertain to the legislature.” 

The Congress also possesses al legis 
lative powers of the federal government 
and appropriates every dollar of federal 
spending. Regarding the former, though 
a president may veto legislation sent to 
him by Congress, Congress may override 
the veto. Regarding the latter, all spend- 
ing bills must originate in the House of 
Representatives, meaning that the House 
could rein in runaway government spend- 
ing by itself, even if the Senate and the 
president wanted to continue the Wash- 
ington spendathon 

It is understandable that many Ameri- 
cans mistakenly believe that the president 
does exercise the powers ofa king, consid- 
ering that presidents have been allowed to 
exceed the powers of their office for gen- 
erations, regardless of whether a Repub- 
lican or a Democrat occupies the White 
House. Yet Congress possesses constitu- 
tional means to rein in a rogue president, 
from cutting off funding for presidential 


mischief to impeaching and removing a 
president from office. 

A good Congress — meaning a Con- 
gress that stays within its constitutionally 
defined boundaries — can therefore do 
much to restore good government, even if 
the president is a scoundrel. But the re- 
verse is not the case, A good president can- 
not do much to rein in a Congress that’s 
running amok since he does not possess 
any legislative powers and may not rule by 
decree, Under the Constitution, as the U 
government's chief executive, he instead 
is empowered to “take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed.” 

This presidential election year, The New 
American will of course be reporting on the 
presidential candidates, But we will also be 
reporting on selective congressional races. 
And we will be tracking how every mem- 
ber of the House and Senate votes on key 
issues, as we've done in the past, election 
ars and non-election years alike. 
Regarding voting records, our second 
‘reedom Index” for the current (118th) 
Congress appears in this issue of TNA (see 
page 26). Each installment of our index 
rates how every member of the U.S. House 
and Senate voted on 10 key issues based on 
the Constitution. In our index in this issue, 
the average House and Sen: 
dismal 33 percent and 34 percent, respec- 
tively. So much work needs to be done to 
bring about a good —meaning constitution- 
alist — Congress. 

Yet in this same index, 20 representa- 
tives and three senators scored 100 per- 
cent, showing that constitutionally minded 
congressional candidates can and do get 
elected. Among them is Representative 
Andy Biggs of Arizona, whose exclusive 
interview with 7'NA is this issue's cover 
story. May their number increase! 

Because of the importance of Congress, 
Wwe encourage you to become familiar 
with how your congressmen vote based 
on constitutional principles, to let them 
know what you think of their records, 
nd to create awareness among your fel- 
low citizens. As this awareness is created, 
many congressmen will improve their vot- 
ing records in order to stay electable, and 
those who don’t can expect to suffer the 
consequences at the ballot box. 

— Gary Benoit 
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Americans — and Democrats — Acquiring Firearms at Record Pace 


The Washington Examiner reported on December 7 that in each 
of the previous 12 months, Americans purchased more than a 
million firearms. On Black Friday last year there were nearly 
a quarter ofa million firearms sold, and the 1.6 million sold in 
November 2023 was the third-highest November sales in history. 
The National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) estimated then 
that by the end of 2023 citizens would have added another 14- 
plus million firearms to their arsenals, 

Startlingly, in a December 11 article, Newsweek reported that an 
NBC News survey of gun ownership in the country revealed that 41 
percent of Democrats now say they live in a household where there 


at least one firearm, up eight percent in just the last four years. 
‘Those Democrats contributed to yet another record: More than half 
of all American households now have at least one firearm 

NSSF spokesman Mark Oliva attributes the gun purchases large- 
ly to increased crime and the fear of increased firearms regulations. 
“There are many communities with sustained levels of crime that 
have not abated. Those concerns, along with the punishing anti- 
‘gun measures by the Biden administration and threats of more gun 
control promised by the Biden-Harris reelection campaign, cannot 
be discounted as contributing factors,” Oliva said, 

When Newsweek asked retired Florida State University Pro- 
fessor Gary Kleck about the increasing number of Democrats 
owning guns, he elaborated that “it may be a response to recent 
increases in crime rates in big cities, where Democrats claim a 
larger share of the population.” That is, Democrats vote in pro 
gressive district attorneys, who emasculate criminal laws, result- 
ing in more criminals being allowed back on the streets, where 
they commit more crimes, 

Progressive district attorneys have caused a doubling of gun 
violence in the Big Apple, and the same ideology of the liberals, 
controlling Oakland, California, has caused a similar tragedy 
on the West Coast: Crime there jumped by 26 percent in 2023, 
including a 52-percent increase in carjackings, according to 
Newsweek. 


University President Resigns Amid Antisemitism Controversy 


CNN reported on December 9 that Liz Magill resigned as presi- 
dent of the University of Pennsylvania (UPenn). She faced 
serious scrutiny after refusing to clearly condemn calls on her 
campus for the genocide of Jewish people during a December 5 
Capitol Hill hearing. 

Ina hearing of the House Committee on Education and the Work- 
force, when asked directly about it by Representative Elise Stefanik 
(R-N.Y.), Magill refused to say that the speech would be prohibited. 

Asked by Stefanik to answer “yes or no” as to whether call- 
ing for the “genocide of Jews” was a violation of UPenn’s rules 
or code of conduct, Magill refused to answer definitively, “If 
the speech tums into conduct, it can be harassment. Yes,” she 
answered. A clearly annoyed Stefanik followed up with, “I am 
asking, specifically — calling for the genocide of Jews, does that 
constitute bullying or harassment?” When Magill answered that 
it would depend on the context, an incensed Stefanik shot back, 
“It does not depend on the context, The answer is yes and this is 
why you should resign.” 

Magill later apologized: “In that moment I was focused on our 
university’s long-standing policies, aligned with the U.S. Consti- 
tution, which say that speech alone is not punishable. I was not 
focused on what I should have been, the irrefutable fact that a call 
for genocide of Jewish people is a call for some of the most ter 
rible violence human beings can perpetrate.” In the end, however, 
she did resign her post, 


Liz 
Magill 


The chair of UPenn’s Board of Trustees, Scott Bok, who also 
resigned over the issue, noted of Magill’s testimony: “She pro- 
vided a legalistic answer to a moral question, and that was wrong. 
It made for a dreadful 30-second sound bite in what was more 
than five hours of testimony.” 

The university has been the scene of large-scale protests since 
Israel responded to the Hamas terror attack of October 7. 
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WSJ: Homeownership Increasingly Unattainable 


In recent years, the American dream of homeownership has be- 
come increasingly elusive, even for those who could afford it just 
a few years ago. 

As reported by The Wall Street Journal on December 11, the 
real estate market experienced an unprecedented boom during 
the Covid pandemic, That might be explained by people moving 
out of states with stringent pandemic restrictions and rising crime 
during the BLM protests, As a result, home prices surged, cre- 
ating a challenging environment for would-be buyers. Initially, 
this was somewhat mitigated by historically low mortgage rates, 
providing a glimmer of hope for homeownership. However, this, 
landscape has dramatically shifted, as the post-pandemic era us 
ered in a spike in mortgage rate 
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The Federal Reserve’s response to inflation, marked by ag- 
gressive interest-rate hikes, further complicated the situation. 
Contrary to typical market behavior in which high mortgage 
rates cool down home sales and prices, the current market is an 
anomaly: Sales are decreasing, yet prices are rising, fueled by 
a dramatic shortage in housing supply. In October, the national 
median price for an existing home reached an all-time high for 
the month, at approximately $392,000. 

The changing market dynamics have particularly affected first- 
time and young buyers. Their presence in the home-buying mar- 
ket has diminished, both in proportion and in their median age, 
which has been steadily increasing. This shift underscores the 
growing barriers for new entrants into the housing market, 

The disparity between renting and buying has also become 
stark, The average new mortgage payment in the United States 
now surpasses the average apartment rent by 52 percent, with 
even higher disparities in major metropolitan areas. This has 
led some people to abandon the idea of saving for a down 
payment, considering it an unattainable goal under current 
conditions, 

In response to rising interest rates, buyers have traditionally 
tumed to adjustable-rate mortgages, which offer lower initial 
rates. However, this once-viable strategy has lost its appeal, as 
the costs associated with these mortgages have also escalated 


Macron’s Migration/Refugee Bill Fails 


The BBC reported on December 12 that French President Em- 
manuel Macron suffered a decisive parliamentary thrashing of 
his flagship immigration bill. The lower house of Parliament, 
the National Assembly, rejected the bill by 270 votes to 265 on 
December 11, Parties on both the Left and the Right united — for 
opposite reasons — to deliver a multi-party defeat to Macron’s 
government. 

Macron tried to sell the bill’s provisions that would make it 
easier for authorities to deport migrants with prison sentences of 
five years or longer and make it more difficult for migrants to 
bring family members into France. However, the Left charged 
that the legislative proposal was too harsh, placing undue restric- 
tions on refugee/asylum entrance. 

On the other hand, the Right rejected the bill as being too 
“pro-immigration,” citing provisions that would make it easier 
for migrants to get work permits and residency, which are sup- 
ported by major businesses that claim there is a labor shortage. 
Marine LePen, leader of the conservative National Rally party 
anda leading contender of Macron, said she was “delighted” with 
the result of the vote, saying it had “protected the French from a 
migratory tidal wave.” 

The vote likely reflects the growing fear and anger throughout 
France engendered by the continuing string of deadly terrorist 
attacks by jihadist migrants over the past decade. The vote came 
only a week after the shocking knife attack on December 3 by a 
French-Iranian man who stabbed to death a Filipino tourist and 


Emmanuel 
Macron 
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gravely wounded two others near the Eiffel Tower. The vote also 
came only three days following the highly publicized trial of six 
teenagers convicted of conspiracy in the murder of Samuel Paty, 
a teacher who was beheaded outside his school in Paris by a 
Muslim Chechen refugee in 2020. 

Macron remained defiant, vowing to pass a compromise ver 
sion of the legislation, The bill is being submitted to a bipartisan 
mixed commission of members from the National Assembly and. 
the Senate for revision, and is unlikely to be returned without 
serious changes. ll 
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Chris Christie Urged to Quit Race for GOP Nomination 

“The people who are supporting Christie are not doing so because they love him. They want someone to take on 
Trump. He has a really important decision to make: to back out and let his votes go to someone else, or whether he’s 
going to actually improve Trump’s chances by staying in the race.” 

Former Pennsylvania Republican Senator Rick Santorum dropped out of the 2012 presidential race after failing to gain 
enough early traction to win the nomination, and is now calling on Christie to drop out of the 2024 race. 


Democrat Claims Conservative 

Christians Are a Greater Threat Than al-Qaeda 

“Christian Republicans pose a greater threat to this country than does al-Qaeda,” 

Former aide to the Clintons and other Democrats James Carville also pointed to House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) 
as a leader of people who “don t believe in the Constitution.” He stressed his belief while being interviewed by TV host 
Bill Maher: 


Christians Leaving Syria, Believing They Aren't Safe 

“They have lost hope and confidence in the country, and they do not want their children to live in a country where they 
are not safe.” 

Based in the city of Homs, Archbishop Jacques Mourad pointed to young Christian women who marry Muslim men and 
are forced to convert, and to young Christian men who feel oppressed. He also noted that half a million Syrians have left 
their homeland since the outbreak of the nation s civil war in 2011. 


GOP Leaders Having Trouble Finding 

Replacement for Ousted George Santos 

“It definitely looks messy.” 

Republican political consultant Chapin Fay has the difficult task of finding a Republican candidate to run in the forth- 
coming special election to fill the seat previously held by disgraced Representative George Santos (R-N.¥.). The slim 
congressional majority held by the GOP became even slimmer when the House ousted Santos. 


Donald Trump Overjoyed by Surprise Endorsement 

“You know, I like Trump personally and I think right now who we have sitting in the White House is just a deep 
disappointment. I deeply have disdain for him and I really dislike the vice president as well.” 

Though he is no longer working with the group he helped to launch, Black Lives Matter Rhode Island co-founder Mark 
Fisher insists that the Democratic Party is “not for” black Americans. Donald Trump responded “Great guy” to the 
comment, and then listed a number of pro-black policies he secured during his term in the White House. 


Trump Does Not Expect Biden to Be His Opponent in the 2024 Race 

“I personally don’t think he makes it physically. I watched him at the beach where he wasn’t able to lift a beach chair 
which is meant for children to lift... And mentally I would say he’s possibly equally as bad and maybe worse.” 
Interviewed by Fox News host Sean Hannity, Donald Trump pointed out what even many Democrats have been saying 
about Biden's declining physical and mental health. Wl 


— Compiled by John F. McManus 


BONGRESSHIAR 
ANDY BIGGS 


Representative Andy Biggs speaks candidly about many of the issues facing our 
country, including Biden's corruption, immigration, and China. 
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Interview by Steve Bonta 


ecently The New American in- 
R terviewed Representative Andy 
Biggs of Arizona on a range of 
current issues. Congressman Biggs i 
one of the staunchest constitutionalis 
in Washington, with a perfect voting rec- 
ord in our Freedom Index on page 26. 
First elected by Arizona’s Fifth District 
in 2016, he is now serving his fourth term 
in office. Congressman Biggs is very en- 
gaged in the border issue because of how 
it is affecting his Arizona constituents. 
Because he is a member of both the House 
Judiciary and Oversight Committees, he 
is also deeply involved in the investiga- 
tion of the Biden family’s alleged bribery 
and influence-peddling scandal, as well 
as the weaponization by the Biden ad- 
ministration of government power. Here 
are some of his sobering thoughts on our 
growing national political and economic 
crisis — and prospects for resolving it. 
Our discussion with Congressman 
ggs is also available as a video at 
TheNewAmerican.com. 


The New American: There’s a growing 
movement in the House to consider a 
formal vote or an impeachment inquiry 
because the Biden administration has 
been stonewalling, claiming that, in the 
absence of such a vote, it’s not really 
legitimate and that the sentiment even 
among so-called moderate Republicans 
is growing. What do you say about that? 

It’s a for- 
mality because we do have the author- 
ity, but we have run into roadblock after 
roadblock with this administration. And I 
think conservatives that have been watch- 
ing have grown impatient, and I've been 
impatient as well, But we are seeing some 
language out of the more moderate side 
of our conference. 1 always think I’m 
moderate, but that’s with the more-liberal 
side of our conference. They now believe 
that it’s time to go forward. They think 
that we should go forward, and they think 
that we should do an impeachment inqui- 
ry. There are still going to be a couple or 
three that don’t get there. But I think the 
vast majority are going to get there, and 


Steve 
The New American 


Bonta is executive senior editor of 


I think it could happen pretty quickly. 1 
think it’s going to happen next week that 
you're going to see an impeachment in- 
quiry vote. [Editor’s note: the House vote 
to formalize the impeachment inquiry did 
take place subsequent to this interview, 
on December 13, and passed by a margin 
of 221-212.] 


TNA: A lot of the Republican old guard 
are saying that impeaching Biden is a 
terrible idea politically, that it’s going to 
backfire in the elections next year, and 
that we need to let go of it. What do you 
say to all of this? Do you think that he 
will, in fact, be impeached? And if so, 
how will that affect next year’s pivotal 
elections? 

I do think that you'll get the im- 
peachment inquiry vote, and I think it 
passes — probably. | haven’t whipped 
it, so I haven't counted it, So there's 
a high degree of likelihood that that 
passes. Then it would go through the 
Judiciary Committee, and the Judiciary 
Committee would take additional testi- 
mony publicly, and you'd probably have 
a couple of hearings on it there. And my 
guess is, you probably could get a re- 
ferral to the floor, and the whole House 
to do an impeachment, And it wouldn't 
surprise me if you end up with an actual 
floor impeachment proceeding sometime 
February-ish. And I don’t know if he gets 
impeached or not; I haven’t counted the 
votes. From looking at everything I’ve 
looked at —I sit on two committees that 
review that stu 
day, I saw an email that came out from a 
bank examiner, from a U.S. bank that’s 
affiliated with China, that was basically 
saying, “look, they got five million from 
China to Hunter Biden and his compa- 
ny, and we can trace that directly going 
into Joe Biden’s account ultimately.” 
And the bank examiner's saying, “look, 
there is no legitimate business going on 
here. There are also no loan documents. 
nothing indicating that this is 
a loan.” So, there’s no loan, there’s no 
business going on. Where did the $5 mil- 
lion come from? And that’s not us asking 
it. That’s the bank examiners saying that 
they believe — at one point in the state- 
ment — that this looks like China is try 
ing to influence the family members of 
prominent political U.S. family. 


; — and even yester- 
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TNA: The evidence does seems pretty 
blindingly obvious to us. But of course, 
the optics of the thing for the Democrats 
are going to be crucial given the narrow 
margin of error that you have to work 
with there. Based on the evidence that 
you have seen in your capacity — and 
you're on the both the Oversight and Ju- 
diciary committees — do you think im- 
peachment is warranted at this point? 
Biggs: | think that, demonstrably, Joe 
Biden was bribed. I mean, the timeline 
is clear, the flow of money is clear, the 
nexus seems clear. I think there was brib- 
ery there, and bribery is a constitutionally 
impeachable offense. And so, yes, that’s 
where I go. I think we can be that specific 
— that the Biden family, with Joe Biden, 
was bribed, and Joe Biden received ben- 
efit, His family received benefit, and he 
provided a consideration for that. 


TNA: Moving on to another topic that’s 
on everyone’s minds at this point is the 


seemingly intractable problem of govern- { 


ment spending, and the sort of ongoing 
ad ho 
ing of continuing spending resolutions 

We recently had a changing of the guard 
for House speaker. Mike Johnson is get- 
ting generally positive reviews, but one 
of his first acts as speaker of the House, 
and admittedly with only a couple of 
weeks on the jab, was to try to solve yet 
another budget dispute, and his solution 
was, in effect, a two-tiered CR [continu- 
ing resolution]. And that’s obviously less 
than satisfactory to a lot of people, Going 
forward, do you think we will get to the 
long-promised point of going back to ac- 
tual budgets and actual discrete spending 
bills, getting rid of omnibus spending, 
and getting rid of the abominable practice 
of CRs, or do you think that that’s poli 
cally unattainable at this point? And also, 
if you could, comment on Mike Johnson’s 
prospects for getting this done. 

Biggs: A continuing resolution basically 
keeps the status quo of spending and poli- 
cy in place until Congress does something 
else about the budget, And that’s why it’s 
so bad, because the levels we're at are the 
Pelosi-Schumer-Biden levels that they 
put in last December. And that spending 
level left us with a $2 trillion-plus national 
structural deficit, which means that [as of] 
December 2023, we ... have more than 


lution to it, which is the pass- * 


Partners in crime: President Biden and his son Hunter continue to defy subpoenas issued by 
Representative Biggs and his colleagues in their ongoing investigation of fathomless Biden 


corruption. 


$34 trillion in national debt. So that’s just 
a little context. Under the 1974 Budget 
Control and Impound Act, we are required 
to pass 12 stand-alone budget bills dealing 
with various sectors of our budget out of 
the House of Representatives by June 30 
of every year. And as you and your listen- 
ers know, it’s a constitutional requirement 
that the spending originate in the House. 

And then we're supposed to get it to the 
Senate; the Senate does their deal and it 
comes back; we do a conference commit- 
tee and, by the end of the fiscal year, which 
is September 30, we do their budget. 

The House has done eight of those 
bills. The Senate has done three that were 
supposed to be done by September... And 
so instead of finishing those, the speaker 
did a continuing resolution, The problem 
with that, of course, is he did it in two 
tiers, which was unusual, and I could 
have supported a two-tier proposition if 
he had done some other things besides 
just keep the spending level 

How about lowering the spending that 
went for Green New Deal projects in the 


last bill by Biden, Schumer, and Pelosi 
They said that it would be $350 billion, 
and now the projection is over $2 trillion 
because they didn’t put a cap in there 
They're giving subsidies and tax credits 
and breaks, And so my position was, no, 
we can’t do that. You're going to have 
to do something different. Even if you're 
going to do something short-term, even 
if you're going to do it for two tiers, you 
have to attempt — you have to actually 
bring the trajectory down and actually 
invoke our constitutional duty to move 
towards a balanced budget and do this 
properly. 

It didn’t happen, so 1 voted no, of 
course. So the next question that you're 
asking me is, is something going to hap- 
pen to actually bend us to that, to get 
that done? Well, one of the reasons that 
I didn’t support that is because there was 
no leverage. Now there’s no leverage 
again, so everybody's going to wait until 
when? Till January, and say, “okay, now 
let’s get serious”? They won't get serious. 
I don’t believe it’s going to get done 
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“A continuing resolution basically keeps the status quo of spending and 
policy in place until Congress does something else about the budget. And 
that’s why it’s so bad, because the levels we’re at are the Pelosi-Schumer- 

Biden levels that they put in last December.” 


TNA: What you hear again and again 
about the defenders of the status quo is 
that the only thing Washington never runs 
out of is excuses 
money, but the excuses continue to pro- 
liferate, And the current excuse is, “well, 
even if the House votes to do something, 
we can’t get it past the Senate. 

And so the overarching imperative, 
we are told, is that we need to keep the 
government running. We can’t consider 
actually shutting the government down. 
Because the Senate and the White House 
won't blink, we're helpless. What do 
you say to that? Do you think an actual 
Shutdown is as traumatic as it’s portrayed 
to be by those opposed to it in 
the press and in Congress? And 
would it be something that might 
actually make a difference? 

So let's talk about that, 
just to get a little bit more con- 
text. Why is it that the Wash- 
ington elite — the swamp, the 
establishment, the cartel, what- 
ever you want to call it — why 
is it that they prefer to do this 
business by a continuing resolu- 
tion (which, by the way, we've 
done more than 30 of those in 
the last 10 years, we've done 
over 120 of those in the last 25 
years)? They want that because 
they keep control. Because we 
stop doing our duty and our due 
diligence. We don’t go in and 
ferret out all the corrupt, dupli- 
cative, wasteful programs and 
end them. 

When you put it on CR, it’s 
just on autopilot. And I always 
vote no on those, because | 
want access to the line-by-line, 
And my office did that; we go 
through this stuff line by line, 
We identified lots of things that 
should be reduced, removed, 
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We're running out of 


and eliminated. The swamp likes to keep 
that going on. They don’t want to do the 
12 bills, because then they lose their con- 
trol and their power and the money, and 
they don’t want a shutdown, And a shut- 
down is not the calamity that everybody 
thinks it is, The bottom line is this: All 
the mandatory spending — what they call 
mandatory here, which is Social Security. 
Medicare, Medicaid, veterans’ benefits 
— those keep going, right? 


TNA: Right. 
But what happens is, they'll say, 
“Oh, we lost the parks, we're going to 


have to shut down the parks.” And that’s 


what Obama did. Even though there was 
funding for parks, he put up barricades 
to prevent people from going to national 
parks, trying to get people mad and stop a 
shutdown. A shutdown is not cataclysmic 
But I have proposed now for years that, 
if you're afraid of a shutdown (which I 
am not, and a few of my colleagues are 
not) then let’s do it this way: Instead of 
programmatically just spending mono- 
lithically, why don’t you just identify 
what you think are the most necessary 
programs for the safety and protection of 
the U.S. citizens and their rights — Bor- 
der Patrol, ICE, the military, the FAA, 
flight/air traffic controllers, TSA — and 
that’s what you fund. And then 
you can let everything else go by 
ihe wayside until Congress gets 
its act together and goes through 
and decides seriously what they 
‘want to do funding-wise 

Well, they won't do that be- 
cause the K Street lobbyists and 
the bureaucracies all lose their 
power and control. And so that’s 
why they don’t want a rational 
way to manage our spending, 
ratcheted down, It’s just too easy 
to just say, “we'll keep going the 
way it is.” 


TNA: So you're saying that the 
will probably still isn’t there to 
go eyeball to eyeball with the 
Democrats and all of these es- 
tablishment interests and say, 
“okay, enough is enough, we're 
going to stop this” — which the 
House could do? 

That’s exactly right, and 
you describe it correctly. As I 
was going to people and ask- 
ing them to just go ahead and 
shut this down, and force the 
Senate to take up our bills and 
consider them, they say, “Andy, 
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“China is bellicose right now, and our friend in the White House, Joe Biden, 
is feckless and weak. He has allowed all the bad guys to exhibit incredible 
strength. | would not be surprised if China engages even more ferociously.” 


we can’t have a shutdown.” And even the 
new speaker, when I went to him, said, 
“Andy, we can’t do a shutdown.” And my 
response is, “well, what is it you do want 
to do?” Because a shutdown is the stron- 
gest leverage point to bend the spending 
curve down, and until you start actually 
bending the spending curve down, you'll 
continue to exacerbate the structural defi 
cit problem we have, which means that 
you spend more money than you bring in, 
and worsen the national debt crisis that 


sustainable things. First 
of all, they’re unconstitutional, obviously, 
but they're also just pragmatically not 
sustainable, And since they're not s 
able, that puts us in an existential crisis. 
And then, until my colleagues are willing 
to stand up and deal with this existential 
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Shameless: DHS Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas has so far not been held 
accountable for arguably the gravest 
betrayal of trust in American history in 
throwing open the southern border and 
allowing tens of millions of people to 


enter the country illegally. 


crisis, we're just going to keep heading off 


the cliff, just like the tank in that /ndiana 
Jones movie where they're fighting on top 
of the tank — and they're going off the 
cliff, and not even realizing it 


TNA: One way or another, there’s going 
to be a shutdown, It will be either forced 
upon us by national insolvency sooner or 
later, or we can do it by choice in the form 
ofa selective shutdown of those portions 
of government that are wasteful and un- 
constitutional, So, we still have a choice, 
but we may not have a choice for much 
longer. 

Well, you mentioned the Border Patrol 
earlier, So 1 want to pivot to the border 
issue. You are from Arizona. | used to live 
in Tucson, so I have some feeling for what 
it’s like to live near the southern border 


And I gather it’s gotten many 
in the last couple of years, although [I"ve] 
not been down there recently. 

But the House had the opportunity 
about two weeks ago to vote on a mea 
sure to impeach [DHS Secretary Alejan- 
dro] Mayorkas, something that a lot of 
people have talked about. And in the end, 
it was voted down, This is an issue where 
there’s a very clear political consensus 
nationwide that what's happening on the 
border is a disaster and something needs 
to be done about it, And yet, again, we see 
this paralysis in the House and the Senate 
and D.C. in general. Care to comment’? 
Do you think that’s going to change? 

There’s so much I could tell you 
about the border, but | won't talk about 
the particulars unless you specifically 
ask, But I'll talk about process and what 
can be done to solve the border crisis. 
So, Marjorie Taylor Greene's “privi- 
leged resolution” to impeach Secretary 
Mayorkas came up and fell eight votes 
short. If I remember right, there were 11 
or so members not on the floor — there 
were a couple that were ill, there were a 
couple that were not back in Congress for 
whatever reason, But you had eight that 
voted no. And those eight, had they, or 
most of them, voted yes, we would have 
passed that resolution and removed May- 
orkas. Two of those, | don’t know that 
you're ever going to get them to vote for 
it. I've been working on those guys for 
a couple of years, but they won't budge. 
The other six, though, have since issued 
public statements saying that they would 
vote to remove Mayorkas. 

So I, and Marjorie announced [No- 
vember 29] that she’s reintroduced an- 
other privileged motion to remove May- 
orkas, And if that’s the case, we have a 
shot at it — probably not this week, but 
probably next week — to go forward and 

§ try to do this again. And it is important, 
® itis imperative, that we do this, because 
% Secretary Mayorkas basically has lied 


imes worse 
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to Congress. He’s lied to the American 
people. He’s made our country less safe. 
And since you used to live in Tucson — 
and I’m from Tucson originally — I can 
tell you, the Tucson sector, not last night, 
but the night before last, had over 2,700 
apprehensions in one night alone. For the 
last five weeks, they’ve been averaging 
over 2,000 per day. 

They do not have enough Border Pa- 
trol agents to actually patrol along the 
border and still transport and process. 
You know how remote some of those 
places are down there, and 1 will just 
tell you, some of these places, you have 
to drive two and a half, three and a half 
hours to get somebody to a processing 
facility, There are places that are really 
remote. There were 25 incredibly remote 
places that had 350 one day [recently] 

So this is what you're getting. And 
[Mayorkas] won't be removed from of- 
fice because the Senate won't remove 
him, but we can impeach him. In one of 
the bills that we passed out of the House, 
we vacated his position, and the Senate 
has that bill over there. The question is, 
are they going to strip it out or not strip it 
out. And one of the people who voted no 
on this bill said he is probably the most 
dangerous Cabinet secretary in the h 
tory of the United States of America, and 
that guy still voted no. But I agree with 
that assessment, Secretary Mayorkas has 
changed this nation, perhaps unalterably, 
over time. And we now probably have 
30 million-plus people illegally in this 
country. 


TNA: No other county in the world does 
this — clearly, cynically, and shamelessly 
enabling an invasion of the country, And 
that’s blindingly apparent to all but the 
most partisan Democrats and tribalists of 
the Left. 

It’s maddening from the point of view 
of the person on the street, to see these 
things happening. And there doesn’t seem 
to be any way to compel them to heel, even 
though in theory, Congress really should 
be the branch of government that’s setting 
immigration policy, setting the agenda, 
setting the rules according to the Consti- 
tution, but that’s not what's going on now. 
It’s being driven purely by the executive 
branch, and no one in Congress seems to 
be willing to stand up to them. 
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Unhealthy relationship: Representative Biggs has introduced legislation to withdraw the United 
States from the World Health Organization. Shown is WHO Director-General Tedros Ghebreyesus, 


Biggs: Well, this is the reason I wanted 
a partial government [shutdown] — and 
let’s just call it what it really is, it’s a 
lapse in appropriations. All of the agen- 
cies have a bunch of money. We would 
just be saying you can’t use that money 
yet. But the reason I wanted that is be- 
it doesn’t matter what policy 
we enact — I keep telling people this. 
You can enact any policy you want on 
the border. This is a lawless administra- 
tion, Until you hit them in the pocketbook 
and tell them they’re not getting money 
until they [take steps to make meaningful 
cuts, and are held accountable, they will 
not do anything]. And no fake numbers. 
We want monitors, we want independent 
auditors, all of those things. If Congress 
doesn’t do that, it just simply doesn’t 
matter, they're going to go around what- 
ever policy you enact. 

Even if Joe Biden signs H.R. 2, which is 
the Border Security Act, into law, he will 
find a way around it, because that’s what 
they do, And they want an open border. 
And so the best thing, when we come back 
to it, is that we've got two main checks in 
the Constitution, Number one is control of 
the purse strings — that’s where we do the 


cause 


checkbook governance. [Number two is] 
removing people from office who are so 
dangerous that you cannot wait until the 
next election because the damage is going 
to be so great otherwise, 


TNA: In the time remaining, I want to 
touch quickly on a couple more issues. 
Issue number one: China, Taiwan, and the 
Philippines; where is that likely to go? 
Biggs: Well, China is bellicose right now, 
and our friend in the White House, Joe 
Biden, is feckless and weak. He has al- 
lowed all the bad guys to exhibit incred- 
ible strength. 1 would not be surprised if 
China engages even more ferociously, But 
in some ways — and I’ve said this before 
many times — China really doesn’t gain 
any strategic advantage by taking Tai- 
‘wan, no economic advantage, because the 
economies of China, mainland China and 
Taiwan, are so integrated already. And | 
don’t think that they want to do that while 
the U.S. still is the big dog, 

The other thing is, with regard to the 
Philippines, we start looking at the South 
China Sea and this rapprochement that’s 
starting to take place between China and 
Philippines. Know this, that mainland 
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China is trying to project power all over 
Southeast Asia, and that includes the 
Philippines, to try to drive them into their 
arms, And that’s where we sit right now 
in Southeast As 


TNA: Allright, Well, moving on. You are 
a sponsor of H.R. 79 to get the United 
States out of the World Health Organiza- 
tion. What is your motive for doing that? 

Well, first of all, having done 
work in multilateral institutions, 1 
don’t believe those are constitutional. 
America was meant to enter into bilat- 
eral relationships. And so, leaving the 
constitutional thing aside, multilateral 
institutions also hurt the U.S. strategi- 
cally in that we have a tough time hold- 
ing violators accountable. And the third 
thing is, the World Health Organization 
is a corrupt organization controlled by 
the Chinese Communist Party. And the 
director of the World Health Organiza- 
tion is absolutely controlled by China, 
And what they did in the Covid era dem- 
onstrated fully and totally how corrupt 
the World Health Organization is. And 
so we should be out of the World Health 
Organization. 

I supported Donald Trump when he 
got us out of that, And | also recently 
introduced legislation just to stop the 
voluntary payments of hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars every year that we give 
to the World Health Organization; those 
aren't even the assessments to the U.S. 
Let’s stop that. And I couldn't even get 
the votes for that. 


TNA: Well, everything you just said 
about the WHO applies to the entire Unit- 
ed Nations system writ large. Would you 
support withdrawal of the United States 
from the United Nations? 

Oh absolutely. Absolutely. In 
fact, I might have actually introduced 
one of those bills in the past to do that. 
Look, one of my deals when 1 was 
practicing law was that I actually rep- 
resented NGOs and multilateral institu- 
tions — and that was not because I sup- 
ported those institutions, but because I 
didn’t support those institutions — and 
I found them to be largely corrupt. And 
we should not be in the UN. You give up 
your sovereignty to the United Nations, 
and the UN is not a friend to the U.S., 


it has undermined us repeatedly, and it 
long past time that we should be out of 
the United Nations 

TNA: Well, it’s heartening to hear you 
say that. One last quick issue, This is 
something that a lot of people may not be 
aware of, but you have been very vocal 
in your opposition to movements to con- 
vene a new Constitutional Convention. 
Do you see any prospect of that happen- 
ing anytime soon? And can you explain 
very briefly in the minute or so we have 
left why you’re opposed to a Con-Con, 
as it’s called? 

Well, you know, I’ve actually 
written a book on it called The Con of the 
Con-Con, which explains all my reasons. 
But I'll just say this. You cannot control 
a Constitutional 
Convention. 1 
know everybody's 
tried to tell me 
otherwise, and 
I can defeat that 
in a healthy, fair 
debate, and have 
done many times, 


mm 


1 believe. And right now, itis not a propi- 
tious time to have a Constitutional Con- 
yention. Why? Because, with the social 
media and the hard Left also wanting a 
Constitutional Convention, they will at- 
tack our constitutional rights. The better 
thing we need to do, in my opinion, is to 
rein in the federal government, get rid of 
the 17th Amendment and the 16th Amend- 
ment, reinvigorate state sovereignty to 
work as a vertical check against the fed- 
eral government, and then I think we can 
restore our constitutional integrity. 


IN, 


Thank you so much, Congressman 


1 appreciate your time. 
Thank you. It’s good to be with 
you. ll 
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THE FALL OF MINNEAFOL 
SETS THE RECORD STRAIGHT 


The hard-hitting documentary The Fall of Minneapolis challenges 
the mainstream narrative behind the death of George Floyd. 


THE FALL oF 
MINNEAPOLIS 


‘by Joe Walverton I, J.D. 


he illuminating new documentary 
| The Fall of Minneapolis stands as 

a testament to the power of story- 

telling in capturing the complexities of 
contemporary societal issues. This film, 
meticulously produced by Liz Collin and 
directed by J.C. Chaix, explores the tur- 
bulent events following the tragic death 
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of George Floyd while in police custody 


‘on May 25, 2020. Collin, a veteran jour- 
nalist with a personal connection to Min- 
neapolis who is known for her extensive 
experience in news reporting and her com- 
mitment to unbiased journalism, brings a 
unique perspective to this documentary, 
blending journalistic rigor with cinematic 
storytelling, 

The documentary opens with evocative 
scenes that immediately draw viewers into 
the heart of Minneapolis. Once a city cel- 
ebrated for its serene parks and bustling 


cultural life, Minneapolis is now portrayed 
as a symbol of urban unrest and political 
discord, Through a mix of ground-level 
footage, exclusive interviews, and expert 
commentary, the filmmakers skillfully 
construct a narrative that is informative, il- 
luminating, and emotionally resonant. 

One of the film’s key strengths lies in 
its in-depth exploration of the city’s de- 
scent into chaos, The documentary vividly 
captures the public’s grief and the ensu- 
ing protests following Floyd’s death, It 
presents a balanced view, showing how 
peaceful demonstrations were unfortu- 
nately overshadowed by violent riots and 
widespread destruction. This imagery 
serves as a powerful reminder of the fine 
line between rightful public outrage and 
anarchy. 

Collin’s journalistic background is evi- 
dent in the film’s examination of the po- 
litical responses to these events. The docu- 
mentary critically assesses the decisions of 
local leaders, particularly focusing on the 
“Defund the Police” movement. The film 
argues that these policies predictably led to 
unintended consequences such as a rise in 
crime and lawlessness that deeply affected 
the community’s sense of security. 

Moreover, Collin ensures the documen- 
tary provides a balanced perspective by 
including the voices of law-enforcement 
officers who were on the front lines. These 
accounts offer valuable insights into the 
challenges faced by police in maintaining 
public order while they themselves were 
running for their lives as rioters stormed 
police precincts, 

The Fall of Minneapolis is commend- 
able for its even-handed approach. The 
documentary avoids partisan finger-point- 
ing, instead presenting a nuanced picture 
ofa city grappling with profound questions 
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5 tage appears: 
to show former OfficenDerek Chauvin 
kneeling on George Floyd'sshoulder, not his 

Weck. The body-cam video was Kept from the 

lic) and the narrative that Chauvin knelt 
in Floyd'sineck was created by the media 


about justice, equity, and governance. This 
balanced viewpoint is a hallmark of Col- 
lin’s journalistic style, reflecting her com- 
mitment to presenting facts and diverse 
perspectives without bias 

Visually, the documentary is striking. 
Drone footage, street-level shots, police 
body-cam video, and archival material com- 
bine to create a vivid portrait of Minneapo- 
lis during the tumultuous time after Floyd’s 
death, The filmmakers effectively use these 
visual elements to contrast the city’s peace- 
ful past with its troubled present, adding 
depth and context to the narrative. 

Collin’s documentary also situates the 
events in Minneapolis within a broader na- 
tional context. It explores how the city’s 
struggles mirror larger tensions in Ameri- 
can society, touching on themes such as 
racial inequality, political polarization, 
and the role of media in shaping public 
perception. This wider perspective makes 
the documentary relevant to a broader au- 
dience, extending its impact beyond those 
directly interested in Minneapolis 

Perhaps the documentary’s most valu- 
able contribution to the chronicle of events 
surrounding the death of George Floyd, 
however, is its nonstop revelation of re- 
markable pieces of potentially exculpa- 
tory evidence that until now have been all 
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but completely kept from the American 
people. These newly revealed facts and 
the light they cast on the controversial 
and tragic tale of Floyd and the officers 
who arrested him make The Fall of Min- 
neapolis a must-see for any sincere secker 
of truth. 

Following are some of the commonly 
held beliefs about the arrest, treatment, 
and death of George Floyd that are brought 
into question — and often completely re- 
futed — by the avalanche of evidence pre- 
sented in The Fall of Minneapolis. 

1. Claim: Derek Chauvin placed his 
knee on George Floyd’s neck 

Reality: Graphics from training manu- 
als used by the Minneapolis Police De- 
partment demonstrate that the Maximal 
Restraint Technique (MRT) deployed 
by Chauvin and the other two officers 
charged in Floyd’s death was deployed 
by the officers in accordance with their 
training and with the instructions pro- 
vided in the training manual. In fact, the 
body-cam footage included in the docu- 
mentary shows that Chauvin’s knee was 
not on Floyd’s neck, but on his shoulder, 
below his neck. 

The documentary points out, however, 
that the chief of the Minneapolis Police 
Department denied these demonstrable 


facts in his testimony at Chauvin’s trial 
Why this critical and likely exculpatory 
evidence was not permitted at trial is ques- 
tioned by the filmmakers. 

This is not to suggest that the actions of 
the police were not arguably more force- 
ful than necessary. Perhaps they were. 
What the documentary shows, however, 
is that had the officers noticed that Floyd 
appeared to have swallowed fentanyl and/ 
or methamphetamine during the arrest 
(body-cam video shown in the documenta- 
ry briefly captured an unknown substance 
in Floyd’s mouth), they would have taken 
greater care to avoid causing a spike in his 


2. Claim: Chauvin kneeled on Floyd’s 
neck for nine minutes, 29 seconds. 

Reality: As the documentary demon- 
strates, the actual amount of time Chauvin 
had his knee on Floyd was seven minutes 
and 46 seconds. That didn’t stop politi- 
cians, bureaucrats, and media outlets from 
stating as a “fact” that it was eight min- 
utes, eight minutes and 46 seconds, nine 
minutes and 29 seconds, and 10 minutes, 

The evidence of this is shown in the 
video, as are clips of politicians and pun- 
dits inflating the time to suit the approved 
version of events 

3. Claim: The evidence presented in 
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The Fall of Minneapolis has been shown 
before. 
Reali 


Not true. The documentary of- 


fers officer body-cam views that were kept 


from the public until after the controversy 
died down. This body-cam footage reveals 
a different angle on Chauvin’s knee place- 
‘ment; audio of the officers calling for EMS 
and asking Floyd if he was taking anything 
(Floyd denied he had) or if he was under 
the influence; and the errors committed by 
EMS that were completely out of the con- 
trol of the police, for example. 

The body-cam footage included in the 
documentary also appears to show Floyd 
attempting to swallow a white substance, 
presumably methamphetamine or fen- 
tanyl, something he had attempted during 
a previous encounter with the police one 
year prior to the arrest that resulted in his 
death. The Fall of Minneapolis features 
an interview with an officer who arrested 
Floyd at that time, This is a crucial in- 
terview, as Floyd pleaded with police on 
May 25, 2020 not to shoot him, claiming 
police shot him the last time he was ar- 
rested. Not only is this claim refuted, but 
the very body-cam footage proving that 
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Perhaps the documentary's most valuable contribution 
to the chronicle of events surrounding the death of 
George Floyd, however, is its nonstop revelation of 
remarkable pieces of potentially exculpatory evidence 
that until now have been all but completely kept from 


the American people. 


Floyd wasn't shot and that he was in fact 
treated very humanely by police during his 
previous arrest is highlighted in the docu- 
mentary. Additionally, body-cam video 
from that arrest shows officers catching 
Floyd swallowing pills during the arrest 
and remarking that they needed to take 
extra precaution to avoid even acciden- 
tally causing a heart attack, a reasonable 
presumption given the effect of fentanyl 
and methamphetamine on the heart 

The documentary also reveals docu 
ments related to the autopsy that include 
information demonstrating that Floyd’s 
blood contained more than twice the 
amount of fentanyl that has been known 
to result in an overdose. In fact, the docu- 


mentary includes written testimony from 
a medical professional theorizing that the 
fentanyl in Floyd’s system likely led to 
an overdose. These facts were purpose- 
fully kept from the public as well as the 
jury. There was certainly no mention or 
admission of these facts from the media, 
the bureaucrats, or the politicians calling 
for “justice” for the “murder” of George 
Floyd 

4, Claim: A change of yenue was sim- 
ply a ploy to get a more sympathetic jury. 

Reality: There is perhaps no moment 
where this documentary shines more 
brightly than in its raw and real depiction 
of the effect of the events of May 25, 2020 
on the atmosphere in Minneapolis. One 


Burn it down: Chaos erupted in Minneapolis, with riots and flames engulfing buildings, reflecting the community's intense anger and grief following 
the death of George Floyd. Much of the anger was a result of race-baiting by the media and cowardly politicians. 
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6 that there were no medical findings that showed any 


7 injury to the vital structures of Mr. Floyd's neck. 


8 There were no medical indications of asphyxia or 


9 strangulation. 


Professional opinior 


asphyxia or strangulation as a result of Derek Chauvin kneeling on his neck. 


would be forgiven for believing he was 
watching footage of a city that had been 
shelled in war and then locked down in 
frightened response to the repercussions. 
The courthouse surrounded by barbed 
wire and the devastation already wrought 
in their city would have been sufficient 
evidence to show all those serving on the 
Chauvin jury what would happen to their 
hometown should they return anything 
less than a guilty verdict. There was little 
chance, under those conditions and with 
fires still smoldering within view, for the 
empaneling of an impartial jury as guaran- 
teed by the Sixth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, This jury was understand- 
ably partial, partial to peace and partial to 
not seeing their city descend further into 
chaos and crime 

5. Claim: The officers who held Floyd 
‘were racists, and he was treated poorly be- 
cause he was black. 

Reality: The documentary reveals that, 
two of the other officers convicted in the 
death of George Floyd are themselves 
“people of color”: J. Alexander Kueng is 
black, and Tou Thao is Hmong (Cambo- 
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dian). These facts were suppressed, it ap- 
pears, in a coordinated effort by the media 
and the politicians to fit Floyd’s death 
into the mold of a racially motivated hate 
crime. It was nothing of the sort. 

It is telling that the prevailing percep- 
tion — even among that segment of the 
population prone to support the police — 
is that a white police officer used unneces- 
sarily brutal force on a black man resulting 
in the murder of the latter. This incorrect 
version of the events is powerfully and 
persuasively debunked by the documen- 
tary produced by Collin, 


Setting the Record Straight 

No one would dispute that the death of 
George Floyd was tragic, and perhaps 
avoidable, What should be disputed, 
however, is the account of that tragedy 
conceived by politicians and constantly 
parroted by the mainstream media. A dis- 
passionate viewing of The Fall of Min- 
neapolis and a calm consideration of the 
facts presented in this documentary would 
lead to several nearly irrefutable conclu- 
sions: First, this was not the murder of a 


a pivotal deposition, a witness testified that no medical evidence supported the popular claim that George Floyd died from 


black man by a racist police officer; sec- 
ond, it was not a case of white police of- 
ers brutally manhandling a black man, 
causing his death; third, the portrayal of 
George Floyd as a hero and Derek Chauvin 
(and, by extension, all law enforcement) 
as a villain is inaccurate; fourth, the po- 
lice did not negligently wait to call for an 
ambulance; fifth, Derek Chauvin did not 
kneel on Floyd’s neck for nearly 10 min- 
utes; sixth, George Floyd was not sober 
during his encounter with police; seventh, 
members of the Minneapolis Police De- 
partment were trained in the use of the 
Maximal Restraint Technique used in the 
arrest of George Floyd; and, finally, the 
trial of Derek Chauvin was not fair and 
the jury was influenced by the explosive 
atmosphere outside the courthouse. 

George Floyd is not a victim. Derek 
Chauvin, Tou Thao, and J. Alexander 
Kueng are victims; the city of Minneapolis 
is a victim; and the Sixth Amendment and 
justice are victims of the events of May 25, 
2020 and the subsequent riots and trials, 

With the release of The Fall of Minne- 
polis, the truth is revived. Mi 


THE NEW AMERICAN * JANUARY 15, 2024 


i 
FAMILY 


LIZ COLLIN 


FIGHTING FOR TRUTH 


‘by Joe Wolverton it, J.D. 


“Heroes ... were at first a sort 
of brave disinterested men, that 
having more courage and prow- 
‘han others, went about doing 
good to others, and to all, at their 
‘own expense and danger.” 

— Thomas Gordon, 1722 


iz Collin, a multi-Emmy- 
Award-winning reporter 
and anchor, knows some- 


thing about heroism of the old 
sort. Her efforts at revealing the 
truth — the truth being purpose- 
fully hidden by a conspiracy of 
cowardly politicians and their 
media mouthpieces — put her, 
her husband (former police lieu- 
tenant Bob Kroll), her home, 
and her children in very serious 
danger. 

This whole god d**n state 
burned down for 20 god d**n 
dollars, you think we give 
a f**k about burning Hugo 
down? Now you running your 
coward a*s back into the ga- 
rage,” yelled John Thompson, 
a member of the Democratic 


Farmer-Labor Party, standing outside the home of Collin and 


her family. 


During his protest at Collin’s home, Thompson spotted one 
of the couple’s neighbors holding up a sign supporting police 
“Come on over here with your Blue Lives Matter sign! Blue 
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lives ain’t s**t! And if people in 
Hugo don’t support black peo- 
ple, f**k Hugo, Minnesota!” 

Video of his tirade showed 
Thompson then striking pifiata 
effigies of Liz Collin and Bob 
Kroll that protesters hung on 
the family’s front lawn, 

Imagine the terror of hav- 
ing effigies resembling you 
and your husband being hung 
in your front lawn and being 
beaten by protesters screaming 
obscenities and death threats 
at you and threatening to burn 
down your entire town, 

Imagine politicians praising 
such acts, Imagine losing your 
job and having your address 
passed around so that violent 
protesters would know exactly 
where to find you, your spouse, 
and your children, 

Imagine trying to explain 
to your children why people 
were threatening you and why 
these people were bashing 
piflatas that looked like their 
mom and dad. 

Now imagine your only crime 
‘was trying to tell the truth. 


Not only were you the target of violent protesters gathering on 


your front lawn, but your employer refused to support you and. 


you lost your job, a career you'd been building for years. 
Again, all for your efforts to tell the truth when the truth was 
something that the media, the Minneapolis political leadership, 
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and national politicians seemed deter- 
mined to suppress. 

After the death of George Floyd in 
2020, Black Lives Matter protesters took 
their grievances to the streets, picketing 
the news station where Collin worked, 
while the Racial Justice Network worked 
to move the protests from the streets of 
Minneapolis to the yard and street outside 
Collin’s own home in Hugo, Minnesota, a 
suburb of Minneapolis. 

Collin found herself prevented from 
reporting facts about the Floyd case that 
to a journalist seemed critical to under- 
standing the controversy and to ensur- 
ing that justice was done, not only for 
Floyd, but for the three officers who 
would soon be facing substantial prison 
sentences for their role in Floyd’s arrest 
and death 

It wasn’t enough for protesters — pro- 
testers encouraged by prominent national 
politicians such as Maxine Waters and 
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Nancy Pelosi —to riot and bring chaos to 
the city; they were prompted to gather at 
a private home and bring the inhumanity, 
depravity, and death threats to the door- 
step of Collin and Kroll 

The degree of dehumanization on dis- 
play — not only in the riots in the days 
following the death of George Floyd, 
but also in the bashing of effigies and 
threats of arson and personal violence 
is disturbing and demonstrates Collin’s 
commitment to the truth, This is the sort 
of heroic and fearless pursuit of justice 
and truth that was once a hallmark of 
Americans. 

After losing her job, being doxxed, 
being unfairly labeled a racist, being os 
tracized from her industry, and having 
protesters occupy the lawn and streets 
outside her home, Collin would have 
been forgiven for retreating from the 
public eye and from the pursuit of truth 
and justice. Most people would have 


Symbolic: Protesters struck effigies of Liz Collin and her husband, Bob Kroll, on the front lawn 
of the family’s home in suburban Minneapolis. Colin was a reporter who dared challenge the 
‘mainstream media's false narrative ofthe killing of George Floyd by racist police. 


22 


been unwilling to suffer such slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune, particu- 
larly knowing that they were unlikely 
to find many allies in the atmosphere 
of fawning and fear that rested on poli- 
ticians and pundits of every political 
stripe 

But Collin stood firm and, for the most, 
part, she and her husband stood alone. 

There were some who, although not 
standing with her, at least defended her 
against the death threats and the beating 
of effigies hanging in her yard. 

Several Twin Cities media personali- 
ties and lawmakers voiced their condem- 
nation. WCCO anchor Jason DeRusha 
expressed his dismay, emphasizing that 
while protests and advocacy are legiti- 
mate, resorting to violence and harass 
ment is unacceptable. 

“Protest. Complain. Advocate. Speak 
out, Picket my station again! But making 
a pifiata out of a journalist and beating 
it is disgusting, offensive and sad. This 
is where we are? That all of these intel- 
ligent people thought this was ok?” De- 
Rusha tweeted. 

Other media figures, such as FOX 9°s 
Karen Scullin and WCCO-AM’s Cory 
Hepola, echoed similar sentiments, high- 
lighting the need to maintain a respectful 
discourse 

“People are (rightfully) upset. People 
(rightfully) want major reform at MPLS 
Police. People are (rightfully) tired & 
fed up. But, symbolically beating up a 
woman journalist isn’t a solution. It’s a 
disgusting act that’s only going to alien- 
ate anyone willing to listen or help,” He- 
pola wrote. 

While admirable, none of this soft 
support was enough to restore Liz Collin 
to the career to which she had devoted 
her life, or to restore peace to her fam- 
ily, or to remove the trauma suffered by 
her children, or to erase the stain left by 
the unjust label of “racist” attached to 
Collin and her husband. And, perhaps 
most lamentably, the faint praise of for- 
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Out of control: Devastation visible in the 


aftermath ot rioters looting and destroying 

a Minneapolis police precinct, symbolizing 

the intense backlash and unrest following 
George Floyd's tragic death. Such violence was 
encouraged by politicians portraying police as 
racists and being guilty of murdering Floyd. 


mer colleagues and frightened politicians 
was not enough to give pause to people 
whose beliefs about the police and their 
role in the death of George Floyd were 
seemingly set in stone. 

Notwithstanding this reticence, this, 
recalcitrance, Collin courageously car- 
ried the banner of truth, balance, and 
fairness in her battle against the com- 
bined forces of federal, state, and local 
politicians and mainstream media and 
their mission to make all cops seem like 
racists, to make George Floyd into a 
martyr, and to keep any contrary facts 
from the public. 

Ultimately, Collin expertly deployed 
the weapon she'd been trained to use: the 
media. 
In 2022, Collin wrote They're Lying: 
The Media, The Left, and The Death of 
George Floyd, a book aimed not only at 
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exposing the deception perpetrated by the 
mainstream media and their political al- 
lies, but also at presenting evidence that, 
when considered dispassionately, would 
tend to disprove the race-baiting narrative 
being repeated on an endless loop by those 
same politicians and pundits. 

Afier the success of They're Lying, 
Collin brought her journalistic talent to 
bear in the form of the blockbuster docu- 
mentary The Fall of Minneapolis. 

This film, meticulously produced by 
Collin, explores the turbulent events 
following the tragic death of George 
Floyd while in police custody on May 
25, 2020. The documentary blends jour 
nalistic rigor with cinematic storytell- 
ing to present the case being made by 
Collin since the sacking of her city after 
Floyd’s death. 

In the weeks since the release of The 


Fall of Minneapolis, people have begun 
— finally — paying attention to Collin’s 
compelling and convincing account of 
the events of May 2020, News and re- 
views of the documentary have gone viral 
on X (formerly known as Twitter), with 
many viewers reporting having changed 
their minds about the “murder” of George 
Floyd and the culpability of police in that 
tragic event. 

The millions of Americans who've 
watched the documentary for free 
on Rumble now see how many of the 
“facts” reported and repeated incessant- 
ly in the days after the death of George 
Floyd are actually fiction — fiction 
with a violent plot and featuring char- 
acters devoted to creating chaos and 
threatening the truth — and people such 
as Liz Collin who are heroic enough to 
tell it. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
WITH LIZ COLLIN 


Joe Liz Collin 
Wolverton 


‘by Joe Wolverton It, J.D. 


ducer behind the groundbreaking documentary The Fall of 

Minneapolis, we reveal riveting details behind the widely 
accepted but false narrative about a city in turmoil following the 
death of George Floyd. Collin, a seasoned journalist with a rich 
history of delivering incisive reporting, takes us on a riveting 
journey through a city’s descent into chaos and the unbelievable 
persecution suffered by her, her husband, and her children during 
the unrest of 2020. 

Collin reveals facts previously and purposefully kept from the 
public, facts that completely discredit the race-baiting narrative 
created by the collusion of media and politicians. In our interview 
conducted by TNA contributor Joe Wolverton, she offers readers 
of The New American exclusive and indispensable insights into 
the truth behind the headlines, 


I 1n our exclusive interview with Liz Collin, the esteemed pro- 


The New American: All right, so to get started, tell us a little 
bit about your personal background and how you came to be the 
producer of The Fall of Minneapolis. 

Yeah, so I was a longtime member of the mainstream 
media, for nearly 20 years, about a dozen years at the CBS af- 
filiate in [the] town where I was anchoring. Basically, I was de- 
moted, lost my position over all of this and because I was married 
to a police officer for several years... I think most people in 
law enforcement got wrapped up in this, including me and my 
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career and such. But, yeah, I was re- 
ally troubled working in mainstream 
media [because of] how we were told 
to push this very divisive, dangerous 
narrative and not question the facts of 
this case. I kept very detailed notes on 
all of this. My husband, I should say, 
‘was the president of the police union, 
a longtime police lieutenant in Min- 
neapolis, but I wasn’t reporting on the 
case, obviously. I was trying to sort of 
help, and I knew that the facts were 
obviously contradicting what our so- 
called leaders were telling us at the 
time... I put out a book at first, in 
October [2022], called They're Lying 
The Media, The Lefi, and The Death 
of George Floyd, and that’s what led 
to this documentary. 

We wanted to do a documentary be- 
cause we know not everybody takes the time to read books, and 
we wanted to make it available for free and be easy to watch and. 
share and such, because it’s the truth; here are the facts, Basically, 
what we try to do is just present the facts that were hidden from 
you. They were hidden for a reason, and you can go ahead and 
decide for yourself, I don’t think that we really take the role of 
telling you what you need to think. After all of this, you decide 
why this was kept from you. We wanted to do this, too, because 
to this day, three years later, we're all paying the consequences 
from these lies. 


TNA: Absolutely, Liz, and something | love about your docu- 
mentary is that, despite critics saying that it’s the obvious position 
of someone who’s an insider and who has a vested interest in 
telling one side of the story, I find it to be so balanced, and you 
do tell the entire story. It doesn’t feel crafted toward proving your 
point. It simply says, Here are some things that you weren’t told 
that are important, that are crucial to understanding the full story. 
So, tell me, Liz, about how this affected you and your family. You 
talked about how you were demoted and that your husband is a 
police officer (or was atthe time). Did your family suffer because 
of your attempts to tell the truth? 

Yeah, It was amazing how quickly the mob was sort of 
organized after all of this. There was a protest at the station where 
I worked during the six-o’clock newscast. Very shortly after this, 
they came to our home four different times and [for] four separate 
protests, not only demanding that Bob [Liz’s husband] and my- 
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self lose our careers, but be killed too. As 
crazy as that sounds, we had many death 
threats come in our mailbox. 


TNA: You literally had people outside 
uur home threatening to kill you? 

Threatening to burn our town 
down, swearing at children. I mean, [it 
was] just completely terrible what trans- 
pired, But this is something that happened 
toa lot of people, We clearly were not the 
only ones... [But no one was] standing 
up and caring about the facts of the case, 
and that includes the media, | think the 
media is to blame just as much as anybody 
else for pushing this propaganda and not 
pushing back, which is what the media is 
supposed to [do], hold these people ac- 
countable for lying. That is supposed to 
be our role as journalists. That didn’t hap- 
pen. Nobody spoke up, nobody pushed 
back because I think there was that fear 
that entire summer after we watched part 
of Minneapolis burn to the ground. Clearly 
the match was struck in Minneapolis and 
spread across the country. 


TNA: Yeah, that was something that | 
noticed myself following the story at the 
time, that there was just a dearth of conser- 
vatives riding to the defense of the truth or 
even trying to present another side of the 
story. They simply wanted to take notice 
of the riots rather than, well, what caused 
the riots, And to hear that you and your 
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husband and your family suffered person- 
ally simply for trying to tell the truth is 
disturbing, Liz. It’s hard to believe that 
we could live in a place like that, But it 
is heartening that you courageously tell 
this story. I’m telling you, from the very 
opening scene to the last, it’s a very bal- 
anced and a very professional documen- 
tary that, of course, is getting all kinds of 
deserved attention, Let me ask you, final- 
ly, Liz, what, if anything, in your opinion 
— because you were on the front lines — 
what, if anything, could have changed the 
tragic trajectory of this entire ordeal, from 
George Floyd's death to officers being 
charged with murder and sentenced to 
more than two decades in federal prison’? 
Is there anything along this entire path that 
could have gone differently and would’ve 
resulted in a different outcome, a more fa- 
vorable outcome? 

Yeah, | think the answer to that is 
very simple, and that is the truth. The truth 
would have helped here. I say to this day, 
I'm positive that if they would’ve released 
this body camera footage the next day as 
they do in critical incidents in Minneapo- 
lis (it’s the whole point of body camera 
videos on Minneapolis police officers, and 
they took the public frame by frame in this, 
entire interaction with George Floyd), we 
simply wouldn't be here having this con- 
versation. There was so much more to the 
story, so much more to George Floyd’s 
background, obviously so much more to 
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the fact — a black officer arrests George 
Floyd, he’s complaining he can’t breathe 
long before Derek Chauvin arrives on 
[the] scene, Obviously, the autopsy kind 
of speaks for itself, as well. I’m just sure 
that if these leaders were transparent, 
like they say they were the entire time 
— which was a blatant lie — we simply 
would not be here, 

There’s a reason they hid all this evi- 
dence for as long as they did: because it 
countered what they were trying to poison 
the public with, and I think Alex Kueng 
speaks to that in the film. He's the offi- 
cer, again, the black officer, who arrested 
George Floyd. On the job for three days 
as a Minneapolis police officer, just off 
his field training, and he’s sentenced to 
three and a half years in prison, He says 
we shouldn't fall for this race-baiting that 
the media pushes down our throats, Don’t 
let the mob rule our justice system. So, I 
think there’s a lot to be said about that. 


TNA: Once again, we saw the media 
and politicians united in an unholy alli- 
ance, united together in a war against 
the truth. You have been fighting against 
that alliance since the beginning, and the 
book and the documentary are powerful 
‘weapons against the dangerous attempt to 
portray all police as racists, generally, and 
to make the accidental death of George 
Floyd a racially motivated murder. 
You're doing a great job. You continue 
to do a great job. Liz, thank you so much 
for your courage and for your effort in put- 
ting together this documentary. Tell every- 
body how they can see it. 
Yeah, it’s called The Fall of Min- 
neapolis, and it’s available to 
stream for free at thefallofminne- 
apolis.com — and there’s much 
more information there. We keep 
people updated on the case on 
Alpha News, too — alphanews 
org is where that is. Again, the 
film is available for free. There's 
also a link to the book there as 
well, Joe. Thank you very much 
for the kind words and for being a 
very early supporter of the docu- 
mentary, I sure appreciate it. 


TNA: It’s our pleasure. Thank 
you, Liz, for your efforts in bring- 
ing the truth to the American public. Ill 


La 


e Free 


Our second look at the 118th Congress 
shows how every member of the House 
and Senate voted on key issues such as 
continuing resolutions, abortion (House 
only), Ukraine (House only), and Covid 
vaccine mandates (Senate only). 


1 q Abortion Services. During consid- 

eration of the fiscal 2024 National 
Defense Authorization Act (H.R. 2670), 
Representative Ronny Jackson (R-Texas) 
offered an amendment to prohibit the 
Department of Defense from paying or 
reimbursing expenses for abortion servic- 
es, It would also repeal an October 2022 
Defense Department memo titled “Ensur- 
ing Access to Reproductive Health Care.” 
Under the policy established by this memo, 
the Defense Department reimburses travel 
expenses for service members who travel 
to get an abortion in another state where 
abortion is legal. 

‘The House adopted Jackson’s amend- 
ment on July 13, 2023 by a vote of 221 
to 213 (Roll Call 300), We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because the right to life 
is the most fundamental, God-given, and 
unalienable right asserted in the Declara- 1 
tion of Independence and guaranteed by 
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4 al he Freedom Index: A Congressional Scorecard Based 
on the U.S. Constitution” rates members of Congress 
based on their adherence to constitutional principles 

of limited government, fiscal responsibility, national sovereignty, 

and a traditional foreign policy of avoiding foreign entanglements. 

To lear how any representative or senator voted on the key mea 

sures described herein, look him or her up in the vote charts. 

‘The scores are derived by dividing a congressman's constitution- 
al votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and minuses) 
and multiplying by 100, The average House score for this index is 
33 percent (63 percent for the Republicans and two percent for the 
Democrats), and the average Senate score is 34 percent (66 percent 


26 


the Fifth and 14th Amendments to the U.S. 


4 Ukraine. During consideration of 
the fiscal 2024 National Defense 
Authorization Act (H.R. 2670), Repre- 
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A Congressional Scorecard Based on the U.S. Constitution 


‘America’s war? Foreign aid is unconstitutional, including the more than $113 billion Congress 
has already appropriated for Ukraine. The House rejected an amendment to prohibit further 
security assistance to Ukraine. 


sentative Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) offered an 
amendment that would prohibit the use 
of federal funds to provide security assis- 
tance to Ukraine. 


The House rejected Gaetz’ amendment 
on July 13, 2023 by a vote of 70 to 358 


for the Republicans and three percent for the Democrats). Twenty 
representatives and three senators earned 100 percent, We encourage 
readers to examine how their own legislators voted on each of the 10 
key measures, We also encourage readers to commend legislators for 
their constitutional votes, and to urge improvement where needed. 

This is our second index for the 118th Congress. Our 
first index for the current Congress (votes 1-10) appeared in 
our August 14, 2023 issue. An online version of the “Free- 
dom Index” is also available (click on “Freedom Index” at 
TheNewAmerican.com), as are Congressional Scorecards on in- 
dividual members of the House and Senate and Legislative Score- 
cards on state legislators (see ad on page 36). Ml 
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118th CONGRESS, Votes 11-20 
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(Roll Call 304). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because using American ta 
payer dollars to provide financial and mi 
tary support to Ukraine is unconstitutional. 
Providing foreign aid, including the more 
than $113 billion in funding for Ukraine, 
is not one of the enumerated powers del- 
egated to Congress under Article I, Section 
8 of the U.S. Constitution, Moreover, the 
United States should pursue a sound, tra- 
ditional foreign policy of nonintervention- 
ism, based on U.S. national interests and 
the intent of the Founding Fathers. 


1 9 DEI Funding. During consideration 
Dora bill to reauthorize the Federal 
Aviation Administration (H.R, 3935), 
Representative Mary Miller (R-Ill.) of- 
fered an amendment to prevent funds in 
the bill from being used to hire diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) officials or 
conduct DEI training, 

‘The House rejected Miller’s amendment 
on July 19, 2023 by a vote of 181 to 254 
(Roll Call 353). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because nowhere in the Con- 
stitution is Congress authorized to allocate 
federal funding for DE1 initiatives. More- 
over, DEI is part of the broader Marxist- 
inspired “Black Lives Matter” agenda and 
has its roots in Marxist “Critical Theory.” 
‘The federal government has no business 
promoting this extremist, anti-American 
agenda — including in aviation. 

1 FAA Reauthorization. The Secur- 

ing Growth and Robust Leadership 
in American Aviation Act (H.R. 3935) 
would reauthorize the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) through fiscal year 
2028. It would gradually increase annual 
authorizations for federal aviation pro- 
grams from $12.7 billion in fiscal 2024 to 
$14 billion in fiscal 2028. It would also 
transfer federal oversight authority over 
unmanned aircraft systems, which support 
and control unmanned aerial vehicles or 
drones, from the Department of Transpor- 
tation to the FAA, 

The House passed H.R. 3935 on July 
20, 2023 by a vote of 351 to 69 (Roll 
Call 364), We have assigned pluses to 
the nays because of the bill’s unconsti- 
tutional federal overreach. The federal 
government should stay out of the regu- 
lation of unmanned aerial systems and 
vehicles, which should instead be man- 


aged by local ordinances or (at most) 
state laws. Ultimately, the Constitution 
does not authorize the federal govern- 
ment to control or regulate private or 
commercial aviation. Instead, such mat- 
ters should be under the auspices of local 
and state governments, and left up to the 
market to determine. 


1 Electronic Identification Ear Tag 
Ju Mand During consideration of 
the fiscal 2024 agriculture appropriations 
bill (H.R. 4368), Representative Harriet 
Hageman (R-Wy.) offered an amendment 
to prevent funds from being used to man- 
date electronic identification ear tags for 
cattle and bison. 

‘The House rejected Hageman’s amend- 
ment on September 27, 2023 by a vote of 
97 to 336 (Roll Call 419). We have as- 
signed pluses to the yeas because the fed- 
eral government has no authority under 
the Constitution to regulate agriculture 
Furthermore, Hageman’s amendment 
would push back against the United Na- 
tions’ Agenda 2030, which is inherently 
contrary to the Constitution, Congress 
should eliminate all federal involvement 
in agriculture. 


4 Migration and Refugee Assis- 

J tance. During consideration of the 
fiscal 2024 state-foreign operations appro- 
priations bill (H.R. 4665), Representative 
Scott Perry (R-Pa.) offered an amendment 
to eliminate all $2,548,250,000 of funding 
for the State Department’s Migration and 
Refugee Assistance program. 

The House rejected Perry’s amendment 
on September 28, 2023 by a vote of 121 
to 311 (Roll Call 469). We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because this program 
encourages increased immigration, which 
is a tool of the Deep State to fundamen- 
tally transform the United States by de- 
liberately changing the country’s demo- 
graphics, thus radically altering the voting 
patterns of the nation. 


q Prohibiting UNESCO Funding. 
TF During consideration of the fiscal 
2024 state-foreign operations appropria- 
ns bill (H.R. 4665), Representative Greg 
Steube (R-Fla.) offered an amendment to 
prohibit funding in the bill from aiding 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
The House rejected Steube’s amend- 
‘ment on September 28, 2023 by a vote of 


Open border: Mass migration is a tool of the Deep State to erode U.S. sovereignty and undermine 


Department is promoting such subversion. 


the American system of government. Rather than working for secure borders, the State 
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198 to 232 (Roll Call 494). We have as- 
signed pluses to the yeas because nowhere 
in the Constitution is Congress authorized 
to allocate federal funding to international 
organizations such as UNESCO. Such or- 
ganizations threaten U.S. sovereignty and 
constitutionally protected freedoms, and 
the United States has no business being 


involved in them. 
1 Continuing Resolution. Repre- 
sentative Kay Granger (R-Texas) 
made a motion to suspend the rules and 
pass H.R. 5860, the “Continuing Appro- 
priations Act, 2024 and Other Extensions 
Act,” which would appropriate federal 
government funding at fiscal 2023 levels 
from October 1, 2023 through November 
17, 2023. Additionally, it would appropri- 
ate $16 billion in disaster relief for fiscal 
2024 and extend federal authorization 
for multiple programs, including certain 
Medicare, Medicaid, and Federal Aviation 
Administration programs. Notably, the 
bill does not include funding for Ukraine. 
‘The House agreed to Granger's motion 
on September 30, 2023 by a vote of 335 
to 91 (Roll Call 513). We have assigned 
pluses to the nays because Congress needs 
to cut spending to avoid fiscal disaster. Ad- 
ditionally, Congress’ inability to promptly 
pass a 2024 budget, instead using a con- 
tinuing appropriations bill that funds the 
federal government at bloated fiscal 2023 
levels, illustrates the breakdown of the 


federal budgeting process. 
1 National Monument Declara- 
tions. During consideration of the 
fiscal 2024 environment-interior appro- 
priations bill (H.R. 4821), Representative 
Andy Ogles (R-Tenn.) offered an amend- 
‘ment to prohibit funds from being used to 
provide additional funding for national 
monument designations under the Antiq- 
uities Act. According to Ogles, “In the 8 
years that Joe Biden was Vice President 
under the Obama administration, the An- 
fies Act was weaponized for 550 mil- 
lion acres of land. That is roughly a quarter 
of the land by acreage in the United States. 
‘That is a problem that goes beyond the 
scope and intent of this act.” 

The House rejected Ogles’ amendment 
on November 2, 2023 by a vote of 175 to 
244 (Roll Call 592). We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because, although the 


30 


AP in 


Warrantless surveill 


ce: Under federal law, all new passenger vehicles will be required to 


monitor drivers for “drunk and impaired driving.” Representative Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) 
proposed defunding this unconstitutional mandate. 


Founding Fathers did not envision the 
federal government indefinitely “owning” 
30 percent of the land area of the states as 
it now does, they did grant Congress, not 
the president, the “Power to dispose of and 
make all needful Rules and Regulations 
respecting the Territory or other Property 
belonging to the United States” (Article 
IV, Section 3 of the Constitution), As to 
whether the federal government has the 
right to ownership and control of a large 
percentage of the land area of the states for 
an indefinite period of time, here’s Found- 
ing Father Thomas Jefferson’s answer in 
his Kentucky Resolutions of 1798: “The 
several states composing the United States 
‘of America, are not united on the principle 
of unlimited submission to their General 
Government; but that by compact under 
the style and title of a Constitution for the 
United States and of amendments thereto, 
they constituted a General Government for 
special purposes, delegated to that Gov- 
ernment certain definite powers, reserving 
each state to itself, the residuary mass of 
right to their own self Government; and 
that whensoever the General Government 
assumes undelegated powers, its acts are 
unauthoritative, void, and of no force.” 


fp Defunding “Kill-switch” Man 
GVdate. During consideration of the 
fiscal 2024 Transportation-HUD appro- 


priations bill (H.R. 4820), Representa- 
tive Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) offered an 
amendment that would prohibit the use of 
federal funds to implement Section 24220 
of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, which requires that all new passen- 
ger motor vehicles be equipped with “ad- 
vanced drunk and impaired driving pre- 
vention technology.” 

‘The House rejected Massie’s amend- 
ment on November 7, 2023 by a vote 
of 201 to 229 (Roll Call 616). We have 
assigned pluses to the yeas because this 
federal “kill-switch” mandate to forcibly 
“monitor the performance” of every driver 
and automatically “prevent or limit motor 
vehicle operation” isa violation of the fun- 
damental right of the American people to 
travel freely, with a reasonable expectation 
of privacy. The Fourth and Fifth Amend- 
ments to the U.S. Constitution not only 
protect against “unreasonable searches 
and seizures” of persons and their pos- 
sessions, but also provide that no person 
shall be deprived of “liberty, or property, 
without due process of law.” ll 
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S.J. Res. 11 
would formally disapprove of an Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) rule 
mandating stricter emissions standards 
on heavy-duty vehicles and engines. The 
rule aims to reduce nitrogen oxide emis- 
sions from such vehicles by nearly 50 
percent by 2045. 

The Senate failed to override Presi- 
dent Biden’s veto of S. J. Res. 11 on 
June 21, 2023 by a vote of 50 to 50 (Roll 
Call 167). We have assigned pluses to 
the yeas because the federal government 
has no authority under the Constitution 
to implement environmental regulations. 
Furthermore, the EPA’s rule feeds right 
into the climate-change hoax and, by 
extension, the UN’s Agenda 2030, and 
would impose onerous regulations on 
businesses 


H. 
J. Res. 44 would formally disap- 
prove of a January 2023 Bureau of Al- 
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATE) rule expanding the definition of a 
“short-barreled rifle” to include those 
with stabilizing braces, and requiring 
such firearms to comply with various re- 
quirements under the National Firearms 
Act (NFA). 

The Senate rejected H. J. Res. 44 
on June 22, 2023 by a vote of 49 to 
50 (Roll Call 171). We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because the ATF’s 
stabilizing-brace rule violates the Sec- 
ond Amendment-protected right to keep 
and bear arms. Furthermore, there is no 


constitutional basis for the ATF’s or 
xistence. 

During 

consideration of the fiscal 2024 


National Defense Authorization Act 
(S. 6), Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.) 
offered an amendment “to express the 
sense of Congress that Article 5 of the 
North Atlantic Treaty does not super- 
sede the constitutional requirement that 
Congress declare war before the United 
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Forced vaccinations? Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas) is one of a minority of U.S. senators seeking 


to prohibit federal vaccine mandates, including in the U.S. Armed Forces. 


States engages in war.” Under Article 5, 
member nations of NATO “agree that 
an armed attack against one or more 
of them ... shall be considered an at- 
tack against them all and consequently 
they agree that, if such an armed attack 
occurs, each of them ... will assist the 
Party or Parties so attacked.” 

The Senate rejected Paul's amend- 
ment on July 19, 2023 by a vote of 16 
to 83 (Roll Call 191). We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because according to 
the U.S. Constitution only Congress has 
the authority to declare war. U.S. mem- 
bership in NATO increases the likelihood 


of the United States being dragged into 
a war that neither the American people 
nor Congress wants. Rather than allow- 
ing NATO and its UN parent to determine 
when we go to war, we should get out of 
both organizations. 


Dur- 

ing consideration of the fiscal 
2024 National Defense Authorization 
Act (S. 2226), Senator Ted Cruz (R-Tex- 
's) offered an amendment to “Prohibit 
the Secretary of Defense from issuing 
any replacement Covid-19 vaccine man- 
date without Congressional approval.” 
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Cruz’ amendment would also require the 
Department of Defense to (1) “reinstate 
any service member separated solely for 
Covid-19 vaccine status who wants to 
return to service”; (2) “restore the rank 
of any service member demoted solely 
for Covid-19 vaccine status”; (3) adjust 
to “honorable” any “general” discharge 
given due to Covid-19 vaccine status; 
(4) “expunge ... any adverse action 
based solely on Covid-19 vaccine sta- 
tus”; and (5) “make every effort to retain 
service members not vaccinated against 
Covid-19.” 

‘The Senate rejected Cruz’ amendment 
on July 26, 2023 by a vote of 46 to 53 
(Roll Call 199). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because it is unconstitutional 
to force vaccinations on people. 

1 Continuing Resolution. H.R. 

5860, the “Continuing Appropria- 
tions Act, 2024 and Other Extensions 
Act,” would appropriate federal govern- 
ment funding at fiscal 2023 levels from 
October 1, 2023 through November 17, 
2023. Additionally, it would appropri- 
ate $16 billion in disaster relief for fis- 
cal 2024 and extend federal authorization 
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for multiple programs, including certain 
Medicare, Medicaid, and Federal Avia- 
tion Administration programs, Notably, 
the bill does not include funding for 
Ukraine. 

The Senate passed H.R. 5860 on Sep- 
tember 30, 2023 by a vote of 88 to 9 
(Roll Call 247), We have assigned plus- 
es to the nays because Congress needs 
to cut spending to avoid fiscal disas- 
ter. Additionally, Congress’ inability to 
promptly pass a 2024 budget, instead 
using a continuing appropriations bill 
that funds the federal government at 
bloated fiscal 2023 levels. 
the breakdown of the federal budgeting 


process. 
1 Mask Mandates. During consid- 
eration of a consolidated appropri- 
ations minibus (H.R. 4366), Senator J.D. 
Vance (R-Ohio) offered an amendment 
that would prohibit any funds made avail- 
able by the bill for the Transportation 
Department for fiscal 2024 to be used to 
enforce a Covid-19 mask mandate, 
‘The Senate adopted Vance’s amend- 
ment on October 25, 2023 by a vote of 59 
to 38 (Roll Call 266). We have assigned 


pluses to the yeas because the federal 
government has no authority under the 
Constitution to impose mask mandates. 
1 U.S. Military in Niger. Senator 

Rand Paul (R-Ky.) introduced a 
joint resolution (S. J. Res. 44) to direct 
the president to remove U.S. Armed 
Forces from hostilities in or affecting 
Niger. The resolution noted that a coup 
d'etat in July 2023 triggered a regional 
conflict that threatens to involve U.S. 
military forces in the country. As of June 
2023, more than 1,000 members of the 
USS. military were deployed there, 

‘The Senate blocked Paul's joint resolu- 
tion on October 26, 2023 by a vote of 11 
to 86 (Roll Call 270). We have assigned 
pluses to the yeas because the deploy- 
ment of U.S. forces to Niger was not 
specifically authorized by Congress, and 
under the Constitution only Congress has 
the power to declare war, 

1 Consolidated Appropriations 

‘Minibus. The Consolidated Ap- 
propriations Act, 2024 (H.R. 4366) 
would provide roughly $279 billion in 
total discretionary spending for three of 
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the 12 fiscal 2024 appropriations bills. 
This includes funding for Defense De- 
partment military construction projects; 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, De- 
partment of Agriculture, Food and Drug 
Administration, Department of Transpor- 
tation, and Department of Housing and 
Urban Development; and various other 
government agencies 

The Senate passed H.R. 4366 on 
November 1, 2023 by a vote of 82 to 
15 (Roll Call 284). We have assigned 
pluses to the nays because, with the ex- 
ception of the Department of Defense, 
none of these federal departments or 
agencies is authorized by the Constitu- 
tion. Furthermore, in light of a $33.9 
trillion national debt and a $1.7 trillion 
budget deficit, this appropriations bill is 
fiscally irresponsible 


1 Student Loan Repayment Rule. 

S. J. Res. 43 would formally dis- 
approve of a July 2023 Department of 
Education rule modifying Income Driven 
Repayment (IDR) plans for student-loan 
borrowers. This rule, unveiled shortly 


after the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down a Biden administration student 
loan-forgiveness plan in Biden v; Nebras- 
ka, would reduce the amount borrowers 
pay and make it easier to forgive loans 
held for 20 to 25 years. Speaking on the 
Senate floor, Senator Bill Cassidy (R- 
La.) stated the rule “transfers the burden 
of $559 billion in Federal student loans 
to the 87 percent of Americans who don’t 
have student loans, who chose not to go 
to college, or who already responsibly 
paid off their debts.” 

The Senate rejected S. J. Res. 43 on 
November 15, 2023 by a vote of 49 to 50 
(Roll Call 310). We have assigned pluses 
to the yeas because the federal govern- 
ment has no authority under the Constitu- 
tion to subsidize or involve itself in higher 
education, Furthermore, the Department 
of Education’s rule merely transfers the 
cost of these unpaid loans to taxpayers, 
harming Americans and further eroding 
‘our nation’s fiscal situation 


2 Spending Reductions. Dur- 


ing consideration of the Further 


Continuing Appropriations and Other 
Extensions Act (H.R. 6363), Senator 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.) offered an amend- 
ment to reduce funding in the bill by 
15 percent, except for the Department 
of Defense, military construction, and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
to rescind $30 billion in enforcement 
funds provided to the Internal Revenue 
Se 


ce. 

The Senate rejected Paul’s amend- 
ment on November 15, 2023 by a vote 
of 32 to 65 (Roll Call 311). We have as- 
signed pluses to the yeas because reining 
in government spending ought to be an 
urgent priority given that about 80 per- 
cent of the current federal bureaucracy 
is unconstitutional and the national debt 
recently surpassed $33 trillion. Mem- 
bers of Congress must also be willing to 
take more drastic and immediate action 
to eliminate all spending that is not spe- 
cifically authorized by Article I, Section 
8 of the U.S. Constitution. Their ongo- 
ing failure to do so is contributing to 
the erosion and decline of the American 
Republic, i 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Bikes for Christmas 


This Christmas marked the 10th year that 
Robert Crane of Henderson, Nevada, gave 
away bicycles to children in need. 

Bob’s Bikes for Needy Kids is a local 
nonprofit founded by Crane that gives out 
hundreds of bikes every Christmas to area 
children of all ages. He conceived of the 
idea a decade ago when his own grand- 
son wanted a bike for Christmas that his 
daughter, the boy’s mother, could not af- 
ford to purchase, Crane found a used bike 
for his grandson and refurbished it, but 
when his grandson ended up not needing 
the bike, Crane listed it for sale on Crai 
list. Within one hour, he had 80 replies, he 
recalled to 8 News Now. 

“And that’s when the lightbulb went 
off, kids don’t have bikes and that’s what 
started Bob’s Bikes,” he said, 

Crane receives bike donations from the 
public, and ensures that they all are clean 
and safe before giving them away to chil- 
dren who want them. 

The “Bob’s Bikes for Needy Kids” 
Facebook page is full of photos of peo- 
ple who have benefited from his kind- 
ness through the years. Users who have 
witnessed Bob’s kindness first-hand have 
taken the opportunity to share their own 
experiences and express their gratitude. 

“About 5 years ago he helped my sister 
who has 4 kids all of them got bikes and 
helmets! thank you BOB!!! You brought 
light to our family and so many over the 
years!” one person commented, 

“It's amazing. It’s so nice to see smiles 
and I get more hugs than even Santa Claus 
ever even dreamed of,” Crane told News 3. 


Eastern Idaho Secret Santa 


For years, an anonymous “Secret Santa” 
of eastern Idaho has blessed residents 
with $1 million worth of donations each 
Christmas. The Secret Santa is aided by 
the East Idaho News team, led by reporter 
Nate Eaton, who pairs deserving families 
with the anonymous donor. 

This year, the Secret Santa made many 
dreams come true: 

When a young Madagascan couple's, 
baby was born prematurely at 27 weeks, 
the medical bills from the baby’s NICU 
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stay put the family in a difficult financial 
position, Secret Santa sent Eaton and his 
team to surprise the family with $2,000 for 
groceries, rent payments for six months, 
and a $5,000 check to help with additional 
expenses. 

The baby’s mother, Ihanta, was over- 
come with emotion as she held her infant 
son, Lucas, who is now home and well. 

JenniLynn and Doyle Lacey were dev- 
astated earlier this year when a house fire 
destroyed everything they owned. The 
family has since been living in a neigh- 
bor’s house, as their house is not expected 
to be move-in ready for a year, The family 
has virtually nothing, 

When Secret Santa learned of the Lacey 
family’s situation, he sent Eaton and the 
news team to their neighbor’s home with 
a sack of presents that included $2,000 in 
grocery-store gift cards and $3,000 in gift 
cards for a variety of other stores. The last 
present included a $5,000 check. 

Ruth Clark is no stranger to loss. Four 
of her five children died from complica- 
tions related to muscular dystrophy, and 
her fifth child died from a different, un- 
disclosed illness. Still, her heartbreaking 
losses never broke her kind spirit. After 
her children passed, Ruth and her hus- 
band, Rick, decided to gift her family’s 
je van to a family in 


This year is going to be harder than ever 
for Ruth, however. Her husband died in 
October, and Ruth continues to grieve for 
him, When Secret Santa learned of Ruth’s 
heartache, he graced her with enough 
money to pay off the debt from her hus- 
band’s funeral. He also blessed her with 
$4,000 to visit her grandchildren in Maine. 

When the news crew showed up at her 
home to surprise her, Ruth was shocked 
and believed she did not deserve it 

“There are other people that need it 
more than me!” she said when opening 
the gifts. 

Secret Santa also surprised the Inkom 
Elementary School principal, Lilian 
Pyper, with a $10,000 donation to help 
her husband receive a life-saving kidney 
transplant, including the $5,000 premium 
payment the Pypers needed to come up 
with before their insurance would cover 


the transplant, as well as $2,000 worth of 
gas-station gift cards and $3,000 worth of 
grocery-store gift cards, 

Pyper had been working a second job as, 
a waitress to try to save enough money for 
her husband's surgery and to make ends 
meet as food costs and gas bills from fre- 
quent medical visits mounted. 

When the news crew showed up at 
Pyper's school, she was speechless. 

“Oh my gosh. Oh my gosh,” she said. 
“Wow, I don’t even know what to say, 
thank you! Thank you!” 


Christmas Giveaway 


Willie Wilson is a multimillionaire Chica 
go businessman who has made a reputa- 
tion for himself by giving back to his com- 
munity. This Christmas season, Wilson 
announced plans to distribute $333,000 
worth of food coupons and free gas to 
struggling Chicagoans, Fox 32 reported 

Wilson provided 5,000 people across 
Cook and DuPage counties with $50 food 
coupons, donated to 21 grocery stores, and 
provided $50 in free gas at 14 participating 
gas stations 

Despite Wilson’s incredible success, he 
has not forgotten his humble beginnings. 

“I've been so poor,” he told Fox 32 
“Thirteen years in Louisiana as a share- 
cropper, we worked, and we didn’t get 
paid —we had been so poor we had to ask 
our neighbor for food, and the next week, 
we had to pay them back, and today I still 
consider myself poor.” 

Wilson insisted on pumping the free gas, 
into people’s cars, a gesture that continues 
to shock those he is already blessing with 
his giveaways. 

“One lady walked up to me, and she 
said, “You're pumping my gas? I can do 
this; you're giving it to me.” I said, ‘No, 
ma’am; it’s my job to do this for you,” 
he recalled, 

He also visited Cook County Jail and 
donated to 520 detainees, adding money 
to their books for necessities. 

Wilson scheduled a separate giveaway 
in his native state of Louisiana later in 
December, and said he plans another food 
and gas giveaway in Chicago in 2024. ll 

— Raven Clabough 
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“Messed With 
the Wrong Homeowner” 


CBS Los Angeles reported on December 
4 that a homeowner in Granada Hills, Cal- 
ifornia, shot at multiple armed intruders 
who broke in to his home wearing dark 
hoodies and masks in what police believe 
was a brazen home invasion, Authorities 
say the homeowner's grandmother and 
preschool-aged children were in the home 
at the time of the shooting, 

Los Angeles Police Department Valley 
Bureau Deputy Chief Alan Hamilton told 
reporters that the homeowner shot one 
of the suspects multiple times. “During 
that burglary, multiple rounds were fired 
by the homeowner and the homeowner 
struck one of the burglary suspects,” he 
said, The suspect was pronounced dead at 
the scene, Hamilton said that police be- 
lieve the deceased suspect was armed and 
had some of the homeowner's property in 
his possession at the time he was shot. 

Police think there were multiple intrud- 
ets, and that at least one other accomplice 
was injured but fled the scene after the 
shooting. “There was a blood trail and we 
trailed it to the end.... We believe there 
were at least one or two additional sus- 
pects involved in this burglary that left 
this scene, following the shooting by the 
homeowner,” Hamilton explained. He 
added that police believe the suspects 
might have been involved in a series of 
burglaries in the area 

The media interviewed neighbors in the 
area who complained about a recent rash 
of home-invasion robberies, which they 
say have been increasing in frequency. 
CBS Los Angeles interviewed a neighbor 
about the shooting, and he said he was not 
surprised. “I’m not surprised at all that 
this has happened, It’s been a real prob- 
lem here. The residents here are fed up.” 

Another neighbor told the New York 
Post that the burglars “messed with the 
wrong homeowner” and that he hoped the 
brave homeowner’s actions will deter fu- 
ture criminals. 

Police recovered a vehicle they believe 
was used by the suspects to get to the 
home but was abandoned when they fled 
the scene, Hamilton said the district attor- 
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the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


ney’s office still needs to do an investiga 
tion before a formal decision is made on 
whether to charge the homeowner for his 
actions, It’s unlikely the homeowner will 
be charged because, as Hamilton stated, 
“Anyone inside their residence that is 
faced with a deadly threat ... has the right 
to protect themselves.” 


“Exercising His Second 
Amendment Rights” 


11Alive.com reported on December 4 
about an event that occurred in Sandy 
Springs, Georgia, in which a homeowner 
shot and killed a home-invasion suspect. 
In this situation, the Sandy Springs Police 
Department issued a press release detail- 
ing what happened, explaining that “an 
unknown male unlawfully entered a resi- 
dence on Spalding Drive and threatened to 
harm the homeowner.” The press release 
further explained that the homeowner, 
“exercising his Second Amendment right 
to bear arms, defended himself and his 
family from bodily harm by shooting the 
suspect.” The suspect was found deceased 
at the scene by arriving officers, 

‘The Sandy Springs Police Department 
posted the press release on their Face- 
book page, and the comments ranged 
from mildly supportive to emphatically 
supportive. One commenter wrote, “The 
perfect outcome to a terrible situation. 
Spread the news broadly — do home in- 
vasions in Sandy Springs and the police 
are the last of your worries.” 


Gun Manufacturer Closes 
Its New York Operations 


The Associated Press reported on Decem- 
ber 4 that gun manufacturer Remington 
Ams, which now goes by “RemArms,” 
recently announced it will close its facto- 
ry in Ilion, New York. The company sent 
a letter to union officials who represent 
the workers at the factory, explaining that 
it expects the facility to close by March 4, 
2024. Remington is the oldest gun manu- 
facturer in the United States, and can trace 
its beginnings to 1816. The New York fac- 


tory site was established in 1828, Rem- 
Arms had previously announced it was 
moving its headquarters to Georgia. 

The Hill reported that RemArms ex- 
plained in an auto-reply email from the 
company’s press team that “RemArms is 
excited to expand our facilities in Geor- 
gia, a state that not only welcomes busi- 
ness but enthusiastically supports and 
welcomes companies in the firearms 
industry.” 

New York State Senator Joseph 
Griffo, Assemblyman Brian Miller, and 
Assemblyman Robert Smullen released 
a joint statement blaming their state’s 
ies for the closure: “Remington's 
reported decision to close its Ilion plant 
next year is concerning and unfortunate. 
This facility, which received investment 
from the state, employs many local resi- 
dents. Unfortunately, like we have seen 
all too often in New York, burdensome 
regulations, crippling taxes and prob- 
lematic energy and other policies con- 
tinue to force businesses and companies 
to flee the state, taking jobs and liveli- 
hoods with them.” 

State Senator Mark Walezyk specifi- 
cally blamed state Democrats for their 
“failed policies [that] are directly respon- 
sible for the closure of this facility and the 
unemployment of roughly 250-300 New 
Yorkers. Governors [Andrew] Cuomo 
and [Kathy] Hochul signed laws such as 
87196-2021, the Gun Industry Liability 
Law ... that have pushed another good 
business out of New York State.” 

Larry Keane, writing for the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, explained 
that this was a long time coming: “The 
decision by RemArms to formally and 
finally exit the Empire State, while sad, 
isn’t all that surprising considering all the 
hostility coming from the state. The de- 
parture matches an ongoing trend of sto- 
ried and historic firearm manufacturers 
leaving the Northeast and planting new 
roots in the South in more gun-friendly 
and welcoming states. Firearm manufac 
turers are showing state elected officials 
they’re willing to invest their future in 
states that respect the firearm industry and 
the contributions it makes.” ll 

— Patrick Krey 
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Two Cultural 
Revolutions, 
Many Scary 
Similarities 


‘by William P. Hoar 


Warning, 
by Xi Van Fleet, New York: Center Street, 
2023, 320 pages, hardcover. 


ivision abounds — as do indoc- 
trination, coercion, cancelation, 
and violence, Traditional cul- 


ture is under fire, threatened with being 
replaced by Marxist ideology. Young 
people have been weaponized as enfore- 
ers. Statues are being toppled and defaced 
by mobs, with history being rewritten. 
Ultimate goals include achieving absolute 
power for the central government and the 
loss of freedom for individuals. 

What era, you might wonder, is being 
described? 

That is the point, and it is a serious mat- 
ter that is at hand, There are two main pe- 
riods involved, with incisive looks at what 
has been going on in this country of late as 
well as personal memories of the evil times 
‘of Mao Zedong’s Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution (1966-1976) by a woman who 
has lived through both periods. 
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A SURVIVOR’S WARNING 


OT aT 3 


She describes herself as “Chinese by 
birth; American by choice, survivor of 
Mao’s Cultural Revolution, defender 
of liberty.” What alarms the author, and 
should also chill us, are the similarities be- 
tween the Cultural Revolution and what is 
taking place today in America 

Many of the recent accounts covered 
in Mao America: A Survivor's Warning 
come in the riotous aftermath of the death 
of George Floyd in 2020, The author — Xi 
Van Fleet — is now an American citizen 
(who has lived in this country since 1986). 
She was a schoolgirl when the Red Guards 
in Communist China were deployed by 


Mao, resulting in the persecution, torture, 
and killings of millions of Chinese. 

It was the author’s 2021 presentation 
before the school board in Loudoun Coun- 
ty, Virginia, that raised her profile, leading 
to interviews, speeches, and eventually 
this book. Xi’s remarks at the time lasted 
but one minute (cut in half from what was 
initially promised by an unfriendly local 
official). What she primarily did then 
— and expands upon masterfully in this 
volume — was draw parallels between 
critical race theory (CRT) and the Chinese 
Cultural Revolution, stressing that CRT is, 
Marxist, 

Here’s an excerpt from those remarks, 
explaining why many events in our pub- 
lic schools seemed so familiar to her, The 
communist regime, as she recounted, 


used the same critical theory to di- 
vide the people. The only difference 
is that they used class instead of race, 
During the Cultural Revolution, 1 
witnessed students and teachers 
tum against each other. We changed 
school names to be politically cor- 
rect. We were taught to denounce our 
heritage. 

The Red Guards destroyed any- 
thing that was not Communist — old 
statues, books, and anything else. 
We were also encouraged to report 
on each other just like the student 
equity ambassador program and the 
bias reporting system [in Loudoun 
schools], This is indeed the American 
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version of the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution. 

Critical race theory has its 
roots in cultural Marxism. It 
should have no place in our 
schools 


People are now listening to her 
words of warning well beyond 
the walls of that school-board 
meeting, 


Struggle Sessions; Red 
Guards Unleashed 
The author's accounts are both 
personal and political, with her 
first-hand chronicles of what she 
experienced in China — she we 
in the first grade in the spring of 
1966 when the Cultural Revo- 
lution began — and what she 
learned second-hand through 
research, The results were ugly. 
Young Xi was bewildered at firs 
such as when students attacked one of 
the teachers in her school, covering her 
completely with spittle, apparently be- 
cause the teacher dressed nicely and was 
“bourgeois.” Before long, the schools 
were closed; children were roaming; and 
the Cultural Revolution was taking to the 
streets. It got deadly. 

Xi recalls, for instance, many 
sessions,” calling this 


struggle 


a form of public trials that intended 
to brutally shame and denounce the 
targeted individuals, and parades 
of trucks full of people who were 
deemed enemies of the people, with 
their sins and crimes written on a 
big sign they had to wear over their 
and a tall paper cone hat on 
the heads. The signs included their 
names written in large characters 
with lines crossing them out, as 
symbolize the very existence of the 
men had been canceled, All I knew 
was that they must have been really 
bad people, Why else were the Red 
Guards calling them out to see and 
denounce? 
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‘The short answer is that Mao ordered it so. 

As she subsequently learned, what Xi 
‘was witnessing in her home city of Cheng- 
du “was happening all over the country. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe tookay! 


The Red Guards would run down whole 
streets.” Hardly anyone, she writes, was 
off-limits from the persecution of the Red 
Guards. Even “Li Jingquan, the governor 
of the Sichuan province [where Xi lived], 
was subjected to a struggle session, which 
I witnessed.” Li had supported all of Mao’s, 
policies, thought that was to no avail when 
he was labeled a “counterrevolutionary re- 
visionist” and “capitalist roader.” 

Who were the Red Guards? The au- 
thor sets aside a full chapter for them, 
and we meet them throughout the book. 
We are not talking about what used to be 
called around here “juvenile delinquents” 
(wrongdoers who seemingly could qualify 
to go to reform school on a scholarship). If 
anything, the Red Guards were given their 

ccholarship” by the state, or more 
exactly, by Mao’s CCP (Chinese Commu- 
nist Party), Xi acknowledges that she was 
inordinately proud when she was a child 
and got to tag along with her 16-year-old 
cousin, who was a Red Guard, on a major 
propaganda trp. 

In the book, the Guards are called the 
stormtroopers of the revolution. Xi ex- 
plains that they were “mostly teenagers 
‘who transformed themselves from students 
into unruly yet deadly political activists.” 
The Guards were “an enforcement wing of 
Mao, in their minds answering to no one 
but Mao — and no one was empowered 


to stop them.” Knowing better 
now, the author comments that 
they were “without training, or- 
ganization, or scruples — brain- 
washed. In other words, perfect- 
ly useful idiots” (borrowing the 
line widely attributed to Lenin). 

There are enough details pro- 
vided to give readers a taste of 
the time, gruesome to be sure 
but short of being stomach-turn- 
ing, The movement grew rapidly 
(until it was no longer needed). 
Massive rallies were held by the 
Guards and millions of youths 
poured into Beijing to link up 
in what some called “free Red 
Tourism.” Mao met with them 
in person, with the last of eight 
rallies being held in late No- 
vember of 1968. “By then,” we 
read, “the number of mass rally 
participants had reached eleven 
million in total.” 

The rationale for the Red Guards was 
over by the end of that year, and they were 
“hastily disarmed, and the group was di 
solved.” The Red Guards, writes Xi, “had 
fully seized all power from Mao 
enemies and had neutralized the old CCP 
bureaucrats.” 
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Destroying in China, America 

Mao’ America has a good deal more 
about China, but it points out the similari- 
ties between Mao’s Cultural Revolution 
and the current cultural revolution, so to 
speak, in America. Both Xi Van Fleet and 
James Lindsay (the critical race theory 
expert who wrote this book’s Foreword) 
note that Mao was proud to say that his 
revolution was based on “Marxism-Le- 
ninism with Chinese characteristics.” And, 
as Mao America also demonstrates, the 
American cultural revolution is a “Maoist 
Cultural Revolution with American char- 
acteristics.” 

There is a litany of resemblances listed 
between the two cultural revolutior 
most strong cases, some a bit less so. Also 
keep in mind the role of education in trans- 
mitting culture into society that sparked 
the author’s public mission, That is why 
she stresses the vital role of Marxist ide~ 
ologies. Mao Zedong, writes Xi, 


had his revolutionaries, known as 
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the Red Guards, tailor-made for him 
from his government schools. The 
American progressives have theirs 
from the same place: government 
schools, They are the social justice 
warriors, the American Red Guards, 


The author also observes that some of the 
new “‘stormtroopers”— such as the leaders 
of Black Lives Matter and Antifa — “may 
think they will always possess power and 
influence.” So did the Red Guards — yet 
Mao “discarded them like garbage aiter 
their usefulness was over.” 

Other tragic time periods are covered, 
including the Land Reform Movement 
(1950-1952) that followed Mao’s take- 
over of the Chinese mainland in 1949, The 
movement, among other points, divided 
the population by class, Estimates of how 
many “landlords” were killed vary, though 
some assessments reach up to five million. 
Our readers probably won't be surprised 
by the fact, as the author relates, that most 
ofthe founders of the CCP, “including Mao 
Zedong, Zhou Enlai, and Deng Xiaoping, 
were from landowning and wealthy fami: 
lies.” Because of that, she goes on, “they 
could afford to have education as well as 
the time and perspective to entertain the 
idea of starting a revolution in China,” 

Ina solid chapter on “Cancel Culture,” 
Xi again draws from history, noting that 
Mao had carried out his own “cancel cul- 
ture” even before the 1966 Great Cultural 


De 


Fanatics: Mao's Red Guards offered unwavering obedience and devotion to a new ideology, 
tearing down any remnants of the “old” ways that might challenge the revolution. Sound familiar? 
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Revolution, albeit with another name: 
“Destroy the Four Olds, or po si jiu. The 
Four Olds stands for old ideas, old tra- 
ditions, old customs, and old habits, In 
other words, the entire preexisting Chi- 
nese culture,” 

In a single episode of the “Destroy the 
Four Olds,” almost 5,000 cultural rel- 
ics and historical sites were destroyed in 
Beijing alone — more than 70 percent 
of those in the city. The Red Guards also 
targeted the Qufu Temple of Confucius 
in Shandong province, where Confucius 
was born and his descendants lived. Along 
with some local workers, they desecrated 
and lay waste to the family cemetery, “dig- 
ig up more than two thousand grav 
looting their contents, and hanging naked 
corpses from surrounding trees.” 

Think such things can’t happen here? 
Think again 

Xi looks at events in this country in 
2020 following the death of George Floyd, 
when “statues were pulled down left and 
right.” 

‘As she writes, “Among those torn 
down or defaced were statues of George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, Frederick 
Douglass, Christopher Columbus, and the 
Virgin Mary.” Schools not far from where 
the author lives in Northern Virginia, pre- 
viously named for Founding Fathers and 
Virginians Thomas Jefferson and George 
Mason, were renamed. “A section of 


16th Street in front of the White House 
in Washington, DC, is now ceremonially 
named Black Lives Matter Plaza.” There 
are many more such instances, 


Marxist Aims 

In like fashion, the author has a chapter 
aimed at the destruction of the family 
both in China and in this country, with 
sections examining, among other things, 
how the government was transformed 
into the “family” through “Great Society” 
welfare and turning children against par- 
ents through ideological disputes. Another 
chapter shows how religion, especially 
Christianity, has been attacked in China 
and in America. 

We do have a few issues that are be- 
yond caviling. For instance, while citing 
(accurately) many of the Marxists who 
were involved in the civil rights move- 
ment in this country, Xi apparently is 
unaware of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s ac- 
tual communist affiliations and links, and 
relationships with Soviet agents (matters 
that concerned even President John F, 
Kennedy, who unsuccessfully warned 
King to get rid of them). 

Xi is sharp — to the point — when 
cataloguing what American Marxists are 
trying to destroy and what they aim to set 
up in its place, even providing a chart for 
this. For example, individualism becomes 
collectivism; equality of opportunity turns 
into equity of outcome; content of char- 
acter gets replaced by identity (such as 
skin color, gender, etc.); nationalism is 
converted to globalism; the goal of jus- 
tice for all is transformed into social or 
racial justice; and the longtime model of 
parenting is being altered into transform- 
ing offspring into children of the state. 

‘As you can imagine, CRT gets dis- 
sected well in this volume, as does the 
division of Americans though “identities” 
such as class (poor vs. rich), sex (women 
vs. men), sexuality (“LGBTQQIP2SAA 
ad infinitum” vs, heterosexuals), religion, 
physical ability, age, body weight, citizen- 
ship, political affiliation, and even vace 
nation status, 

Ideological indoctrination in Ameri- 
can schools is not a new concern, but 
Mao’ America does help to put it into 
context — showing how so-called pro- 
gressives are following Mao’s path to 
destroy meritocracy. i 
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CEO of The John Birch Society 


efore he became a 
USS. representative, 
Andy Biggs spent 


eight years as a member of 
the Arizona House of Repre- 
sentatives. He followed that 
with six years in the Arizona 
Senate, being its president 
for four of those years, 

Since he was elected to 
the U.S. Congress, his vot- 
ing record has spoken vol- 
umes about his adherence to 
the constitutional limitations 
on the federal government. 

In his first two terms in 
Congress (2017-2020) he 
earned 90 percent on The New American's Freedom Index. In 
the three years since, he has consistently earned 100 percent — 
including in our index in this issue, far surpassing his House 
colleagues, who averaged 33 percent. 

By following constitutional limitations, Biggs has not voted to 
expand the welfare state, He has not voted to entangle the United 
States in unconstitutional alliances or wars. He has not voted to 
allow the printing presses of the Treasury to inflate the money 
supply or add money to the federal debt. He has not voted to add 
to the morass of bureaucracy, He has not supported the overall 
federal usurpation of America. He has voted to protect liberty and 
the overall freedom of all Americans. 

In short, Biggs is an example of a responsible statesman 
with a voting record that elected officials should emulate. Yet, 
many supporters of an Article V Constitutional Convention 
(Con-Con) have indicated they favor amending the Constitu- 
tion to include term limits. If so amended, then Big Govern 
ment “conservatives” would applaud Representative Biggs 
being denied another term and likely spend millions to ensure 
his replacement is conservative-lite (i.e., someone who says 
the right things to get elected, but does not practice them once 
in office), 

Many convention proponents also support a Balanced Budget 
Amendment (BBA). Yet, as Representative Biggs has proven, 
adhering to constitutional limitations leads to fiscal responsi- 
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bility. Under a BBA, emergency 
loopholes and other stipulations 
could be added that actually make 
it constitutional to not be fiscally 
responsible and ignore the role 
of the Federal Reserve and the 
fractional reserve banking and 
fiat currency that allow such ir- 
responsibility. 

As an Arizona legislator, Biggs 
was a strong opponent of an Ar- 
ticle V Convention and wrote the 
book The Con of the Con-Con 
(2015) to explain why. He wrote, 
“People ask me why I oppose 
altering the U.S, Constitution 
through a process initiated by the 
States.... I respond with just a 
couple of questions. ‘Do you be- 
lieve that the U.S. Constitution is 
the cause of the problems in America today?’ Most people say 
no. I then ask why they would tinker with something that isn’t 
the problem instead of addressing the real issue. Their approach 
is like overhauling an engine to fix a flat tire.” 

As John Adams explained, “Our Constitution was made only 
for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.” In other words, those who already 
submit to authority and follow the rules would naturally obey 
the Constitution. Not following the Constitution results in Big 
Government that grows beyond its limitations and usurps pow- 
ets rightfully belonging to We the People. Why would those 
not following the Constitution change their ways with a new 
amendment? 

Those who don’t like paying federal income taxes (16th 
Amendment) and don’t enjoy having U.S. senators not be ac- 
countable to the states (17th Amendment) can expect similar, 
if not much worse, outcomes from a modern-day convention, 

The Founding Fathers did not expect an ignorant people to 
hold on to freedom. Their experience of successfully generating 
a movement for independence largely depended on disseminat- 
ing information and creating relationships among those who 
actually wanted to do something. The John Birch Society pro- 
vides the tools, the agenda, and the leadership for you to do the 
same, Start at JBS.org to learn how you can stop a convention 
from being held. ll 
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